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Regional Facts

• Job Opportuni! es—The project has the poten! al to create 

approximately 20,000 construc! on-related jobs in the 

Central Valley for every $1 billion invested.

• Travel Time—High-speed train will create a safe, 

convenient, and fast way to travel throughout California. 

Travel ! me between Fresno and Bakersfi eld is es! mated 

to be 35 to 40 minutes, compared to 90 minutes by car 

or 2 hours via Amtrak. Es! mated travel ! mes for other 

common routes include: Fresno to Los Angeles - 1 hour 24 

minutes; Bakersfi eld to Los Angeles - 54 minutes; Fresno to 

San Francisco - 1 hour 20 minutes; and Bakersfi eld to San 

Francisco - 1 hour 51 minutes.2

• Ridership—By 2035, the system is projected to a# ract 

as many as 8,400 boardings daily in Fresno and 9,200 in 

Bakersfi eld.1

• Environmentally Responsible—High-speed rail uses only 

one-third the energy of airplanes and one-fi % h the energy 

of the family car.3

Fresno to Bakersfi eld
The Fresno to Bakersfi eld Sec� on of California’s high-speed train project is 113 miles 

long. The route travels through the San Joaquin Valley with sta� ons proposed in the ci� es 

of Fresno and Bakersfi eld, and one addi� onal sta� on proposed near Hanford to serve Kings and 

Tulare Coun� es. Poten� al route alignments and sta� on loca� ons are being evaluated through an 

environmental review process under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Na� onal 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This process will result in the development of a dra�  Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) available for public review and comment.

What’s Next?

The Fresno to Bakersfi eld sec! on stretches through the heart of the state’s Central Valley, a diverse area 

that is home to many thriving communi! es and two-thirds of California’s cri! cal agricultural produc! on. 

Based on its ability to connect major city centers across the state and the opportunity to create jobs in an 

area of the state hit hardest by the struggling economy and unemployment, the region has been selected 

to receive a total of $6.33 billion for ini! al construc! on from the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA), High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) funds, and Prop 1A matching funds. This fi rst 

construc! on phase will take place from north of Fresno, near Madera, to Bakersfi eld. 

The Central Valley sec! on, made up of the Merced to Fresno and the Fresno to Bakersfi eld sec! ons, will 

serve as the backbone of the High-Speed Train system, connec! ng southern California to the San Francisco 

Bay Area and northern California. 

Alterna  ves were 

evaluated and 

recommended for 

environmental review, 

as documented in the 

Preliminary Alterna  ves 

Analysis and Supplemental 

Alterna  ves Analysis reports: 

www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/

Lib_Fresno_Bakersfi eld.aspx
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    Central Valley Por  on of the CHST System, California High-Speed 
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For more informa� on, email us at 

# -infohst@hst-fp.com or call 866-761-7755
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Where Are We Now?

The Fresno to Bakersfi eld high-speed train route is 

currently in the project-level environmental review 

phase. The environmental impacts being evaluated 

include impacts to exis" ng roads, communi" es 

and neighborhoods, agricultural lands, air quality, 

water resources, sound and vibra" on, and wildlife 

and ecosystems, among others. Public comment 

is an important part of this process. The Fresno to 

Bakersfi eld dra#  EIR/EIS will be available for public 

review and comment in summer 2011. Comments 

received on the dra#  EIR/EIS will be evaluated and 

responded to in the fi nal EIR/EIS. 

The dra#  EIR/EIS process will lead to the selec" on of 

a preferred alterna" ve, establishing the alignment 

and sta" on loca" ons to be carried forward in the fi nal 

EIR/EIS and the ul" mate construc" on of the project.  

California High-Speed Rail

• 800-mile system

• Maximum opera" ng speeds of 220 mph

• Powered by electricity

• Effi  cient travel with connec" ons 

        to local public transporta" on
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      For more informa" on, visit: 

www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/Fresno_-_Bakersfi eld.aspx
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