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Submission I001 (Luis Valdez, October 6, 2011)
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I001-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-10, FB-Response-SO-01.

The apartment building at the property referenced in your letter (200 King St.,

Bakersfield, CA 93305) would be displaced and relocated if the Bakersfield South

Alternative is selected for the part of the project that runs through Bakersfield. If either

the BNSF Alternative or the Bakersfield Hybrid Alternative is selected, the project would

not result in displacement of this apartment building. For information on relocation

assistance, see Volume II, Technical Appendix 3.12-A, which has detailed information

on the property acquisition and compensation process.
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I002-1

Submission I002 (Susan G. Vaughn, October 7, 2011)
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I002-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I002 (Susan G. Vaughn, October 7, 2011)
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I003-1

Submission I003 (Harry Verheul, August 22, 2011)
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I003-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I003 (Harry Verheul, August 22, 2011)
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I004-1

Submission I004 (Guadalupe Villalobos, October 10, 2011)
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I004-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-10 and FB-Response-

GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission I004 (Guadalupe Villalobos, October 10, 2011)
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I005-1

Submission I005 (Pat Waddell, October 7, 2011)
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I005-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I005 (Pat Waddell, October 7, 2011)
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Fresno - Bakersfield (May 2011 – July 2012) - RECORD #520 DETAIL
Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 10/10/2011
Response Requested : No
Affiliation Type : Individual
Interest As : Individual
Submission Date : 10/10/2011
Submission Method : Website
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Wadsworth
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City :
State : CA
Zip Code : 93212
Telephone :
Email : martiniwith3olives@hotmail.com
Cell Phone :
EIR/EIS Comment : Yes
Stakeholder Comments/Issues : The at grade route through the city would change our traffic patterns,

serious damage our economically and socially disadvantaged town.

By having so many route disruptions it will actually increase the amount of air
pollution created on a local level even though your EIR shows reductions
statewide.

The at grade route would displace 35 businesses and over 75 homes in our
community. For a small community this is grossly unfair.

Our city should and our city does support the bypass route around our town
where the impacts on local citizens will be minimized.

I006-1
I006-2

I006-3

I006-4

Submission I006 (Mary Wadsworth, October 10, 2011)
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I006-1

The commenter did not provide a specific context or location for their comment;

therefore the responders were unable to address it.

I006-2

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-05, FB-Response-GENERAL-10,

FB-Response-SO-04.

For information about the impact on the community of Corcoran, see the Revised

DEIR/Supplemental DEIS, Volume I, Section 3.12, Impact SO #7, Impact SO #10, and

Mitigation Measure SO-1. See Volume I, Section 3.12, Mitigation Measure SO-7. For

environmental justice impacts, see Impact SO #18.

I006-3

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-AQ-04.

I006-4

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-02.

For information on the disruption to existing communities, including Bakersfield, see the

Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS, Volume I, Section 3.12, Impact SO #7, and see the

related Mitigation Measures SO-1, SO-2, and SO-3 in Section 7 for measures to reduce

impacts associated with the division of communities.

Response to Submission I006 (Mary Wadsworth, October 10, 2011)
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I007-1

Submission I007 (Minako Wallis, October 12, 2011)
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I007-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-16, FB-Response-GENERAL-04,

FB-Response-GENERAL-13, FB-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission I007 (Minako Wallis, October 12, 2011)
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Submission I008 (Betty Warkenten, October 7, 2011)
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I008-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I008 (Betty Warkenten, October 7, 2011)
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I009-1

I009-2

I009-3

Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011)
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I009-4

I009-5

I009-6

I009-7

I009-8

I009-9

I009-10

I009-11

I009-12

I009-13

Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011) - Continued
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I009-13

I009-14

I009-15

I009-15

Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011) - Continued

California High-Speed Train Project EIR/EIS
Fresno to Bakersfield Section Vol. IV Response to Comments from Individuals Last Name V-Z

Page 28-19



I009-15 I009-15

I009-16

Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011) - Continued
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I009-1

To present the environmental analysis as efficiently as possible, a single alignment from

Fresno to Bakersfield was identified as an initial point of description and discussion. This

alternative, termed the BNSF Alternative, largely parallels the Union Pacific Railroad

(UPRR) in Fresno and the BNSF Railway throughout the rest of the alignment except

where it bypasses Hanford to the east. Eight other alternative alignments were carried

through the EIR/EIS evaluation process: Hanford West Bypass 1 and 2, Corcoran

Elevated, Corcoran Bypass, Allensworth Bypass, Wasco-Shafter Bypass, Bakersfield

South, and Bakersfield Hybrid. These alternatives, in combination with sections of the

BNSF Alternative, result in a total of 72 possible alignments for the HST between Fresno

and Bakersfield.

Presenting the potential impacts for 72 alternatives would make the EIR/EIS unreadable.

Therefore, the impact analyses presented by discipline in Chapter 3 of the document

begin with a description of impacts associated with the BNSF Alternative, followed by a

description of impacts associated with each of the other alternatives. For comparison

purposes, the impact analyses also provide a description of the difference in impacts

between each of the eight shorter alignment alternatives and the corresponding

segment of the BNSF Alternative. The Summary chapter near the front of the EIR/EIS

provides a table (Table S-2) that compares impacts among all 72 alternatives, and the

costs of each of the 72 alternatives are provided in Chapter 5.0 of the EIR/EIS.

I009-2

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-AG-02 and FB-Response-AG-04.

For complete information on affected agricultural lands including severed parcels and

farmland facilities, see Section 5.3 of the Draft Relocation Impacts Report (Authority and

FRA 2012b).

I009-3

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-04.

For information on the economic effects on agriculture, see Volume I, Section 3.12,

Impact SO #16.

I009-4

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-SO-01.

For information on the property acquisition and compensation process, see Volume II,

Technical Appendix 3.12-A.

I009-5

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-PU&E-02.

Management of California’s electricity infrastructure and power supply includes demand

forecasting, which include buffer, or reserve, electricity generating capacity above

expected peak demand that is available to call upon as needed.  The EIR/EIS provides

information about the proposed project’s energy demand in Section 3.6 Public Utilities

and Energy, Table 3.6-18, providing information for utility providers to consider it in their

demand forecasts. The Fresno to Bakersfield Section of the HST is estimated to require

78 megawatts (MW) of peak demand, which is within existing reserves. The HST project

would not require the construction of a separate power source, although it would include

the addition and upgrade of power lines to a series of substations positioned along the

HST corridor. Please refer to the summary of electricity requirements in Section 2.2.6,

Traction Power Distribution, in Chapter 2, Alternatives. Section 3.6.5 C, High-speed

Train Alternatives, discusses how the energy demand would be met. Occurrences of

brownouts or utility policies to reduce their impact to communities would not be altered

by the proposed project.

I009-6

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-04 and FB-Response-TR-02.

I009-7

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-BIO-01.

I009-8

For reliability of ridership estimates, please Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-

GENERAL-24.

Response to Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011)
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I009-8

For air quality improvement, please note that the air quality is also improved at the

lower-ridership levels of the higher-fare scenario in the EIR/EIS. See Volume I, Section

3.3, of the Revised EIR/Supplemental EIS.

I009-9

The ridership and revenue model was developed by a nationally recognized leader in

forecasting, Cambridge Systematics, Inc. The ridership model is not deficient but

"produces results that are reasonable and within expected ranges for the current

environmental planning and business plan applications," according to a ridership and

revenue peer review panel of leading U.S. and international experts in travel forecasting

(Independent Peer Review Panel 2011). Also, the air quality and greenhouse gas

analyses in the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS that are related to ridership have

been updated to reflect two ridership scenarios—one with fares at 50% of airfare prices

and one at 83% of airfare prices—to provide a range of potential impacts.

Although the air quality analysis has identified emission impacts from the project during

the construction phase, these impacts would be completely offset to below a level of

significance through the Voluntary Emission Reduction Agreement between the

Authority and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.

I009-10

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-AG-04.

Where existing underground water utilities cross the HST alignment, the affected utilities

would be placed in a protective casing either relocated outside the restricted access

areas of the HST right-of-way, or they would be modified (i.e., encased in a pipe sturdy

enough to withstand the weight of HST System elements) to avoid the conflict. Refer to

Section 3.6.5.

I009-11

Potential future revenues from oil exploration do not relate to environmental issues but

are an economic concern. CEQA Guidelines Section 15382 states that an economic or

I009-11

social change by itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the environment.

Section 3.6 Public Utilities and Energy of the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS

acknowledges that the Wasco-Shafter Bypass would avoid the oil storage tank facility;

however, a number of oil wells would be replaced within large, existing tracts. The cost

for well decommissioning and replacement would be borne by the Authority, and the

effect on the capacity or viability of the petroleum resource and industry extraction

operations relative to public utilities and energy were determined to be less than

significant.

I009-12

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-AG-04.

Where existing underground water utilities cross the HST alignment, the affected utilities

would be placed in a protective casing either relocated outside the restricted access

areas of the HST right-of-way, or they would be modified (i.e., encased in a pipe sturdy

enough to withstand the weight of HST System elements) to avoid the conflict. Where it

is not possible to avoid utilities, they would be improved (e.g., steel pipe encasement) so

that there is no damage or impairment to the operation of these utilities from the HST

project. Refer to Section 3.6.5. .

I009-13

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-PU&E-02.

All electricity users throughout California are encouraged and incentivized to reduce

energy use during peak periods to conserve resources and protect the environment,

which are part of the state energy policy (California Energy Commission 2011). This

encouragement is not evidence that a shortage of electricity exists.

Management of California’s electricity infrastructure and power supply includes demand

forecasting, which includes buffer, or reserve, electricity-generating capacity above

expected peak demand that is available to call on, as needed. The Fresno to Bakersfield

Section of the HST System is estimated to require 78 megawatts (MW) of peak demand,

which is within existing reserves.

Response to Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011) - Continued
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I009-14

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-04.

See Volume I, Section 3.14, Impact AG#4, for information on the permanent conversion

of agricultural land, and see Mitigation Measure AG-1 in Volume I, Section 3.14 for

measures to preserve the total amount of prime farmland.

I009-15

Please see Volume I, Section 3.14.4, as information has been updated on conservation

easements. Information from local land trusts and the California Department of

Conservation shows that the project crosses counties with agricultural land under

conservation easements; however, none of that land is within a mile of any of the project

alternatives.

I009-16

The text of the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS has been updated as a result of the

continuing project design, comments received on the Draft EIR/EIS, and additional

consultation with public agencies.  Cumulative impacts associated with water use are

described in Section 3.19, Cumulative Impacts, subsection Hydrology and Water

Resources – Water Use.  A detailed comparison of water usage between existing land

uses and future land uses with the implementation of the HST is described in Appendix

3.6-B, Water Usage Analysis Technical Memorandum. Water usage rates by land use

type, including residential, industrial, and agricultural uses, are provided in the technical

memorandum.

Response to Submission I009 (Dan Waterhouse, October 10, 2011) - Continued
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Fresno - Bakersfield (May 2011 – July 2012) - RECORD #216 DETAIL
Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 9/19/2011
Response Requested :
Stakeholder Type : CA Resident
Submission Date : 9/19/2011
Submission Method : Website
First Name : George
Last Name : Western
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City : Clovis
State : CA
Zip Code : 93619
Telephone : 5592993772
Email : gawest0907@gmail.com
Email Subscription :
Cell Phone :
Add to Mailing List : No
Stakeholder
Comments/Issues :

Total waste of everybody's money!  If this were worth doing, private
enterprise would do it, and it would do it better and less expensively.
Boondoggle!

EIR/EIS Comment : Yes
Affiliation Type : Individual
Official Comment Period : Yes

I010-1

Submission I010 (George Western, September 19, 2011)

California High-Speed Train Project EIR/EIS
Fresno to Bakersfield Section Vol. IV Response to Comments from Individuals Last Name V-Z

Page 28-24



I010-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission I010 (George Western, September 19, 2011)
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I011-1

Submission I011 (Brian Wickert, October 12, 2011)
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I011-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-S&S-01.

Response to Submission I011 (Brian Wickert, October 12, 2011)
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I012-1 I012-2

Submission I012 (Brian Wickert, October 12, 2011)
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I012-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-SO-02, FB-Response-SO-01.

For information on the potential long-term impacts to property values, see Section

5.4.4.3 in the Community Impact Assessment Technical Report (Authority and FRA

2012g).

The property acquisition and compensation process will only begin once all necessary

legal processes have been completed, funding has been secured, and construction is

ready to begin. This is scheduled to begin in 2013 and last through 2015. Funding

secured for the HST project includes the amount required for all of the land acquisition

and compensation.

I012-2

Potential noise impact has been assessed at sensitive receivers, and these areas are

identified in Section 3.4.5, Environmental Consequences, of the Revised

DEIR/Supplemental DEIS and shown in Figures 3.4-9 through 3.4-13. The locations of

potential barriers are illustrated on Figures 3.4-15 through 3.4-19. Refer to Section 3.4.7

for a complete listing of noise impact mitigation measures that would reduce noise

impacts below a “severe” level. The Proposed California High-Speed Train Project Noise

and Vibration Mitigation Guidelines developed by the Authority (see Appendix 3.4-A of

the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS) were used to determine whether mitigation

would be proposed for these areas of potential impact. The Guidelines require

consideration of feasible and effective mitigation for severe noise impacts (impacts

where a significant percentage of people would be highly annoyed by the HST project’s

noise).

The Authority will refine mitigation for homes with residual severe noise impacts (i.e.,

severe impacts that remain notwithstanding noise barriers) and address them on a case-

by-case basis during final design of the Preferred Alternative. In addition to the potential

use of noise barriers, other forms of noise mitigation may include improvements to the

home itself that will reduce the levels by at least 5 dBA, such as adding acoustically

treated windows, extra insulation, and mechanical ventilation as detailed in Section

3.4.7, Project.

I012-2

The Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS proposes noise barriers in areas of severe noise

impacts resulting from the project, where the barriers meet the cost-effectiveness

criteria. To meet the cost-effectiveness criteria, barriers must mitigate noise for more

than 10 sensitive receivers, be not less than 800 feet in length, be less than 14 feet in

height, and cost below $45,000 per benefited receiver. A receiver that receives at least a

5-dBA noise reduction due to the barrier is considered a benefited receiver.

Mitigation Measure N&V-MM#3 provides that sound barriers may be installed to reduce

noise to acceptable levels at adjoining properties. These may include walls, berms, or a

combination of walls and berms. The specific type of barrier will be selected during final

design, and before operations begin. In addition, Mitigation Measure N&V-MM#3

provides that prior to operation, the Authority will work with communities regarding the

height and design of sound barriers, using jointly developed performance criteria, when

the vertical and horizontal location have been finalized as part of the final design of the

project. Mitigation Measure VQ-MM#6 requires the provision of a range of options to

reduce the visual impact of the sound barriers. The vibration impact assessment is

primarily designed to identify the potential human annoyance from vibration from HST

operations for buildings with vibration-sensitive use as described by the FRA and

Federal Transit Administration land use categories. However, all buildings in close

proximity to the proposed alignments will be assessed for potential structural damage

from HST operations and/or construction. The potential for damage from vibration from

HST operations is limited to extremely fragile building locations within 30 feet of the

tracks. The HST right-of-way width varies from 120 feet for at-grade tracks to

approximately 60 feet for elevated fill to approximately 45 feet for elevated structures.  In

general, the area of impact is therefore within or close to the project right-of-way. Typical

buildings, such as residences, located outside this distance would not have the potential

for damage from vibration.

Agricultural resources, such as crops, would not be affected by noise and vibration from

HSTs. As described in EIR/EIS Section 3.4.3, locations with potential vibration impacts

in the project corridor are designated as such because of the potential for annoyance

effects from HST operations. While the vibration at these locations might be felt by

receivers, it would be well below the thresholds for damage to structures. It is helpful to

note that the vibration levels generated by passing HSTs would generally be less than

Response to Submission I012 (Brian Wickert, October 12, 2011)

California High-Speed Train Project EIR/EIS
Fresno to Bakersfield Section Vol. IV Response to Comments from Individuals Last Name V-Z

Page 28-29



I012-2

the levels generated by freight trains in the Study Area.

Response to Submission I012 (Brian Wickert, October 12, 2011) - Continued
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I013-1

Submission I013 (Debbie Wilderson, September 26, 2011)
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I013-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I013 (Debbie Wilderson, September 26, 2011)
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Fresno - Bakersfield - RECORD #158 DETAIL
Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 8/25/2011
Response Requested :
Stakeholder Type : CA Resident
Submission Date : 8/25/2011
Submission Method : Website
First Name : Melissa
Last Name : wilford
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City : Bakersfield
State : CA
Zip Code : 93312
Telephone :
Email : Melmarie23@sbcglobal.net
Email Subscription :
Cell Phone :
Add to Mailing List : No
Stakeholder
Comments/Issues :

As partianing to the stretch of track running through the Bakersfield area,
my concern as a citizen is about the displacing and destruction of homes
and building which hold historical value to the local community.
Bakersfeild High School, for one has educated generations of students
and personally my family.  To know I walked the halls and sat in the
same classrooms that my grandfather had gives me a since of pride in
my town.  This plan of direction in track placement destroys building that
have withstood earthquakes and hold great historical inheritance to
future generations.  Please keep that in mind as your engineers write
plans without having stepped foot in the halls of my school, my
grandfather's school and my children's school.

EIR/EIS Comment : Yes

I014-1

Submission I014 (Melissa Wilford, August 25, 2011)
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I014-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-SO-08.

Response to Submission I014 (Melissa Wilford, August 25, 2011)
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I015-1

Submission I015 (Karen Wilkinson, September 20, 2011)
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I015-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I015 (Karen Wilkinson, September 20, 2011)
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I016-1

Submission I016 (Stanley D. Wilson, September 26, 2011)
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I016-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-N&V-04, FB-Response-AVR-04.

Response to Submission I016 (Stanley D. Wilson, September 26, 2011)
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I017-1

Submission I017 (Bill Wood, September 26, 2011)
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I017-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I017 (Bill Wood, September 26, 2011)
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Fresno - Bakersfield - RECORD #128 DETAIL
Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 8/18/2011
Response Requested :
Stakeholder Type : CA Resident
Submission Date : 8/18/2011
Submission Method : Website
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Woodman
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City :
State : CA
Zip Code : 93305
Telephone :
Email : woodmanssw@yahoo.com
Email Subscription :
Cell Phone :
Add to Mailing List : No
Stakeholder
Comments/Issues :

When will the DPR be made available?

EIR/EIS Comment : Yes

I018-1

Submission I018 (Sarah Woodman, August 18, 2011)
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I018-1

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) forms for the Fresno to

Bakersfield Section are available in the following technical documents: the Historic

Architectural Survey Report (HASR) (Authority and FRA 2011b), the Supplemental

HASR (Authority and FRA 2012c), the Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR)

(Authority and FRA 2011c), and the Supplemental HPSR (Authority and FRA 2012d).

These forms will be made available to qualified individuals on request to the Authority or

FRA.

Response to Submission I018 (Sarah Woodman, August 18, 2011)
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Fresno - Bakersfield - RECORD #156 DETAIL
Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 8/25/2011
Response Requested :
Stakeholder Type : CA Resident
Submission Date : 8/25/2011
Submission Method : Website
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Woodman
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City : Bakersfield
State : CA
Zip Code : 93305
Telephone :
Email : woodmanssw@yahoo.com
Email Subscription : Bakersfield - Palmdale, Fresno - Bakersfield
Cell Phone :
Add to Mailing List : Yes
Stakeholder
Comments/Issues :

Please send me a copy of the DPR relating to the route through Kern
County.
17 La Mesa Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93305

EIR/EIS Comment : Yes

I019-1

Submission I019 (Sarah Woodman, August 25, 2011)
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I019-1

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) forms for the Fresno to

Bakersfield Section are available in the following technical documents: the Historic

Architectural Survey Report (HASR) (Authority and FRA 2011b), the Supplemental

HASR (Authority and FRA 2012c), the Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR)

(Authority and FRA 2011c), and the Supplemental HPSR (Authority and FRA 2012d).

These forms will be made available to qualified individuals on request to the Authority or

FRA.

Response to Submission I019 (Sarah Woodman, August 25, 2011)
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Fresno - Bakersfield - RECORD #166 DETAIL
Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 8/29/2011
Response Requested :
Stakeholder Type : CA Resident
Submission Date : 8/29/2011
Submission Method : Project Email
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Woodman
Professional Title :
Business/Organization :
Address :
Apt./Suite No. :
City :
State : CA
Zip Code : 00000
Telephone :
Email : records@hsr.ca.gov
Email Subscription :
Cell Phone :
Add to Mailing List :
Stakeholder
Comments/Issues :

From: Sarah Woodman [mailto:woodmanssw@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2011 7:25 PM
To: High-Speed Rail Records
Subject: DPR

Where in Kern County can I see the DPR pertaining to the route through
Kern County? I was told that it was not yet available at the Beale
Memorial Library in Bakersfield.

Thank you,

Sarah Woodman
EIR/EIS Comment : Yes

I020-1

Submission I020 (Sarah Woodman, August 29, 2011)
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I020-1

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) forms for the Fresno to

Bakersfield Section are available in the following technical documents: the Historic

Architectural Survey Report (HASR) (Authority and FRA 2011b), the Supplemental

HASR (Authority and FRA 2012c), the Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR)

(Authority and FRA 2011c), and the Supplemental HPSR (Authority and FRA 2012d).

These forms will be made available to qualified individuals on request to the Authority or

FRA.

Response to Submission I020 (Sarah Woodman, August 29, 2011)
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Submission I021 (Dave W. Zandt, September 26, 2011)
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I021-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I021 (Dave W. Zandt, September 26, 2011)
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Submission I022 (Nina Zandt, September 26, 2011)
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I022-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-07.

Response to Submission I022 (Nina Zandt, September 26, 2011)
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