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Attention: Mr. Dan Leavitt, Deputy Director

California High-Speed Rail Authority, EIR/EIS Comments

925 L Street, Suite 1425

Sacramento, California 95814

Subject: Comments on the Draft Bay Area to Central Valley High-Speed
Train (HST) Program Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS)

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The Bureau of Reclamation has reviewed the above-referenced document (Draft HST EIR/EIS)
and we are providing the following comments.

The High-Speed Train Alternatives may involve the need to cross over Reclamation-owned land.
‘These lands may include the Delta-Mendota Canal, Santa Clara and Pacheco Conduits and lands
surrounding the San Luis Reservoir. For instance, Figure 7.3-5 (Pacheco Pass Alternatives—San
Jose to San Luis Reservoir) indicates that the Santa Clara and Pacheco Conduits and lands north
of the San Luis Reservoir could be in path of the HST. Please note that many lands surrounding
the San Luis Reservoir are in fact owned by Reclamation, although they may be managed by the

California Department of Parks and Recreation or even the California Department of Fish and
Game.
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Reclamation recognizes that this document is at a program level and further project-level
environmental review would be necessary. Reclamation therefore advises the California High-
Speed Rail Authority and Federal Railroad Administration to place Reclamation on the
distribution list for future related environmental documents that may be available for public F009-2
review, as well as to seek necessary approval from Reclamation for permission to cross
Reclamation-owned lands at such time as project-level actions are proposed. Reclamation’s
engineers, realty specialists and environmental compliance specialists would need to review such
proposed approvals to allow the crossing of our lands.

Reclamation appreciates the opportunify to comment on the Draft HST EIR/EIS.
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Please contact Shauna McDonald, Wildlife Biologist, at 559-487-5202, or at 559-487-5933 for F009-3
the hearing impaired, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

oseph C. Pennino
Chief, Facilities Engineering Branch

cc: Ms. Joanne Karlton, Resource Ecologist
California Department of Parks and Recreation
Four Rivers District
31426 Gonzaga Road
Gustine, California 95322

Mr. Robert Martin, Manager, Civil Engineering & Maintenance
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority

15990 Kelso Road

Byron, California 94514
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