
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
September 17, 2009 
 
 
 
The Honorable Nathaniel P. Ford, Sr. 
Chair 
Transbay Joint Powers Authority 
201 Mission Street, Suite 2100 
San Francisco, California 94105 
 
Dear Chairman Ford: 
 
Recently, the Transbay Joint Powers Authority has stated its opinion that the High-Speed Rail 
Authority is acting in a “legally improper” manner in studying station alternatives in San 
Francisco. 
 
The Authority has been very careful in all of its work to, to the best of its ability, meet both the 
letter and the intent of state and federal laws and regulations that govern its work. To that end, 
the Authority has sought and continues to seek legal advice from the state Attorney General’s 
Office.   
 
The attached letter from the Authority’s legal counsel briefly states the legal rationale for the 
Authority’s actions regarding the Transbay Terminal. We hope this letter sheds some light on a 
number of misstatements regarding the Authority’s work.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
   
 
 
Mehdi Morshed 
Executive Director 
 










