
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCH __ 2009021107____ 
 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 
FROM: Mehdi Morshed 

Executive Director 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
925 L Street, Suite 1425 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Project Environmental Impact Report / Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIR/EIS) for a Merced to Bakersfield High-Speed Train system  
 
The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority), as the Lead Agency for the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) process for a proposed California High-Speed Train (HST) system, is issuing this 
Notice of Preparation of a Project EIR/EIS for the Merced to Bakersfield section of the proposed HST 
system. 
 
This NOP initiates the State CEQA process and the preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact Statement for the Merced to Bakersfield section of the proposed California 
High-Speed Train System.  The Authority is issuing this NOP to solicit public and agency input into the 
development of the scope of the EIR and to advise the public that outreach activities will be conducted by 
the Authority and its representatives in the preparation of the combined EIR/EIS. The Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), an operating administration with the United States Department of Transportation, 
will serve as federal lead agency for the federal environmental review process complying with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The FRA has responsibility for oversight of the safety of 
railroad operations, including the safety of any proposed high-speed train system. The FRA will publish a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register, announcing the agency’s intention to initiate the federal 
environmental review process for this section of the HST project. 
 
The Authority and the FRA completed a Final Statewide Program EIR/EIS in August 2005 as the first-
phase of a tiered environmental review process for the proposed California HST system.  The Authority 
and the FRA completed a second program EIR/EIS in July 2008 to identify a preferred alignment for the 
Bay Area to Central Valley section of the HST system. The Bay Area to Central Valley HST Program 
EIR/EIS identified a preferred alternative through the Pacheco Pass with San Francisco and San Jose 
termini, as well as preferred corridor alignments and station location options.  The alignment selected with 
the second program EIR/EIS uses the Union Pacific (UPRR) railroad corridor through the portion of the 
Central Valley studied (just north of Madera to just south of Stockton).  The Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
(BNSF) is the preferred alignment from Madera to Bakersfield, as selected with the Statewide Program 
EIR/EIS. Tiering from the two program EIR/EISs, the Authority and the FRA will prepare a project EIR/EIS 
for the Merced to Bakersfield section of the HST.  
 
DATES: Written comments on the scope of the Merced to Bakersfield HST project EIR/EIS should be 
provided to the Authority at the earliest possible date but not later than April 10, 2009. Public scoping 
meetings are scheduled from March 18 to March 26, 2009 as noted below. 
 
ADDRESSES: Written comments on the scope should be sent to Ms. Carrie Pourvahidi, Deputy Director, 
ATTN: Merced to Bakersfield HST Project EIR/EIS, California High-Speed Rail Authority, 925 L Street, 
Suite 1425, Sacramento, CA 95814, or via email with subject line “Merced to Bakersfield HST” to: 
comments@hsr.ca.gov. Comments may also be provided orally or in writing at the scoping meetings. 









FIGURE A
Merced to Bakersfield HST 
Project Section

VICINITY MAP

!

!

!§

!

Future HST
Section

To
Palmdale

To San Jose

Merced

Fresno

Bakersfield

Tulare

Visalia

Madera

Chowchilla

Corcoran

Wasco

Shafter

Castle 
Airport

PROJE
CT LIM

IT

PROJE
CT LIM

IT

§̈¦5

0 10 20

Miles

LEGEND

! Preferred HST Station
!§ Potential Visalia/Hanford/Tulare Area HST Station

HST Route Alternatives
Link to Other HST Sections
Interstate System
State Route
Railroad
River
County Line

$

!

!

Bakersfield

Merced

MONO COUNTY

COUNTY TUOLUMNE
COUNTY

STANISLAUS
COUNTY

MARIPOSA
COUNTY

MADERA
COUNTY

MERCED
COUNTY

FRESNO
COUNTY

INYO
COUNTY

SAN
BENITO

COUNTY

MONTEREY
COUNTY

TULARE
COUNTY

KINGS
COUNTY

KERN
COUNTYSAN LUIS OBISPO COUNT Y

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY VENTURA
COUNTY LOS ANGELES COUNTY




