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HIGH-SPEED RAIL:  Connecting California 

 
• Phase 1:  
» 520 Miles 
» San Francisco to                      

Los Angeles/Anaheim 
 

• Phase 2:  
» Extends 300 Miles 
» Connections to 

Sacramento & San Diego 
 





2016 BUSINESS PLAN:  Key Highlights 
 

• Phase 1 (San Francisco-LA/Anaheim) 
»Operational by 2029 
 

• Silicon Valley to Central Valley Line 
»Operational by 2025 
»San Jose-North of Bakersfield 
»$20.7 billion – fully funded 
 

• Burbank to Anaheim Improvements 
»Together with our partners 
»Invest $4 billion   



•Approximately 119 Miles 
•Madera to North of Bakersfield 
•Approximately $3 Billion Investment 
 
 
 

CENTRAL VALLEY:  Construction Is Underway 



• Connect to Southern California  
» LA Union Station to San Francisco in 2 hours,      

40 minutes 
» Close the passenger rail gap over the Tehachapi 

Mountains 
 

• Connect within Southern California 
» Los Angeles to San Diego in 1 hour 20 minutes 
» Close the passenger rail gap between San Diego 

and Riverside Counties 
» Deliver early benefits through investments in local 

rail connectivity projects 
 

• Connect to Airports 
» Palmdale, Hollywood Burbank, Ontario, and San 

Diego Airports 
 

• Create Multi-Modal Transportation Hubs 
» Palmdale, Burbank, LA Union Station, ARTIC, San 

Diego International Airport ITC 
» Transportation-oriented and sustainable 

development 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 



BAKERSFIELD TO PALMDALE PROJECT SECTION 

• Length:  75 to 80-Mile Section 
» Close passenger rail gap between the Central 

Valley and Southern California 

• Two Stations 
» Bakersfield (Central Valley) 
» Palmdale (Antelope Valley) 

• Key Considerations 
» Downtown areas and schools 
» Environmental Justice communities 
» Green energy generation 
» Ranches and natural lands 
» Agricultural activities and businesses 
» Mining activities 

 



COLLABORATIVE APPROACH BALANCES MULTIPLE PRIORITIES 

Updated  10/15 



COLLABORATIVE APPROACH IN ACTION:  COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 

• Community Open Houses 
» Fall 2015 Open Houses: 350+ Attendees 
» July 2016 Open Houses: 
• Edison (Tuesday, July 19) 
• Tehachapi (Wednesday, July 20) 
• Lancaster (Thursday, July 21) 
• Rosamond (Tuesday, July 26) 

 
• Agency/Stakeholder Working Groups  

» September 2015, March 2016 and June 2016 
» 35+ Organizations Represented 
 

• Ongoing Community Activities  
» 175+ Meetings with Key Stakeholders and Community Organizations 
» Information booths at various community events 
» Multi-faceted, Bilingual Approach Focused on Reaching all Communities 

throughout the Process 
 



ROUTE CONCEPTS UNDER STUDY 

2010 2016 2012 



•Minimized Tunneling through 
Design 

•Preserved Schools, 
Agricultural Land and 
Community Cohesion 

•Adjacent to Existing 
Roadways, When Possible 

•Four Selected Alternatives Had 
the Least Potential 
Environmental Impacts 

• Improves Overall Mobility and 
Connectivity in the Region 
 

BAKERSFIELD TO PALMDALE SECTION REFINEMENTS 



• Study Four Alternatives through Draft 
Environmental Document 

» Improve alternatives by reducing potential 
Impacts to communities, community facilities, 
businesses, and environmental resources 

» Made possible by ongoing stakeholder and 
public engagement and feedback 

 
 

ALTERNATIVES UNDER STUDY 



CONNECTION TO BAKERSFIELD STATION  

•Two Options in Edison along SR 58  
 



•Crossing Caliente Creek and Climbing into the Tehachapis 
 

NORTH SLOPE OF  THE  TEHACHAPIS  



•Tunneling and Bridges Reduce Grades and Impacts 
 

KEENE, RANCHES AND NATIONAL MONUMENT 



•Avoid New Development and Recreation Areas 

CITY OF TEHACHAPI  



•Avoid Mining Operations, Green Energy Generation, Spaceport 
and Impacts to Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) 
 
 

SOUTH SLOPE OF THE TEHACHAPIS AND MOJAVE AREA  



•Avoid Downtown Areas, Accommodate Circulation, Street 
Crossings and Utilities, and Address Drainage 
 

ROSAMOND AREA 



•Accommodate Rail Corridor Clearances, Reduce Impacts and 
Align with City Priorities 

LANCASTER AREA  



•Avoid Plant  42 / Palmdale Airport Airspace and Accommodate 
Future Grade Separations and Connections to High Desert 
Corridor 
 

CONNECTION TO PALMDALE STATION  



ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS & IDENTIFYING A 
PRELIMINARY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

Board Adopts 
or Modifies 

Scoping 

Staff 
Recommend 
Preliminary 
Preferred 

Alternative 

Extensive 
Environmental 
& Engineering 

Analysis 

Public    and    Stakeholder    Outreach    &    Input 

Final 
EIR/EIS and 
Approvals 

Public &  
Agency  

Comments 

Comments 
Addressed  

& Included in 
Final EIR/EIS 

Release of 
Draft EIR/EIS & 
Public Hearing 

Preliminary 
Preferred 

Alternative in 
Draft EIR/EIS 

Refine Route 
Concepts into 
Alternatives 

Develop 
Route 

Concepts 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Aesthetics & Visual Quality 
• Agricultural, Farm & Forest Land 
• Air Quality & Global Climate Change 
• Biological Resources & Wetlands 
• Cultural Resources 
• Cumulative Impacts 
• Electromagnetic Interference/Fields 

(EMI/EMF) 
• Environmental Justice 
• Geology, Soils, Seismicity & Paleontology 
• Hazardous Materials & Wastes 

 
 
 
• Hydrology & Water Resources 
• Station Planning, Land Use & 

Development 
• Noise & Vibration 
• Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
• Public Utilities & Energy 
• Regional Growth 
• Safety & Security 
• Section 4(f) & Section 6(f) Evaluations 
• Socioeconomics & Communities 
• Transportation 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT CONTENT 

Environmental Documents Analyze These Topics 
 



BAKERSFIELD TO PALMDALE TIMELINE* 

DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVES 
Engagement with Agencies & Community including Stakeholder Working 

Groups, Community Open Houses & Briefings 

IDENTIFY RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES 
Engagement with Agencies & Community including Stakeholder Working 

Groups, Community Open Houses & Briefings 

Public 
Hearings 

Approve 
& Adopt 

Fall 2015 

Winter 2016/17 
IDENTIFY & RECOMMEND  

PRELIMINARY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
Ongoing Engagement with Agencies & Community  

Extensive Environmental Analysis  
Preliminary Engineering 

Spring 2017 

Winter 2017 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT 
Ongoing Engagement with Agencies & Community including Public 
Hearings, Stakeholder Working Groups, Community Open Houses & 

Briefings 

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT 
 
 

Alternative 
Development 

 & Public 
Outreach 

Community 
Outreach 

We are 
Here 

* Subject to Change 

Spring 2016 

 



STAY INVOLVED 

Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section 
(866) 300-3044  Bakersfield_Palmdale@hsr.ca.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Southern California  Regional Office  
California High-Speed Rail Authority  
700 N. Alameda St. Room 3-359 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
www.hsr.ca.gov 

@cahsra 
 
facebook.com/CaliforniaHighSpeedRail 
 
@cahsra 
 
youtube.com/CAHighSpeedRail 
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