
The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) is committed to Small 

Businesses (SB) playing a major role in building the statewide high-speed rail 

project.  The Small Business Program (SBP) has an aggressive 30 percent goal for 

SB participation including Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE), Disabled 

Veteran Business Enterprises (DVBE) and  Micro-Businesses (MB).

SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM GOALS

The Program’s 30 percent small business participation goal for contracts let by the Authority includes:

	 •	10	percent	Disadvantaged	Business	Enterprises	participation	goal.

	 •	3	percent	Disabled	Veteran	Business	Enterprises	participation	goal.

The	Small	Business	Program	requires	Design-Build	teams	to	develop	and	implement	a	Small	Business	

Performance	Plan	to	achieve	the	30	percent	SB	goal.

SMALL BUSINESS OBJECTIVES AND PLAN COMPONENTS

The	Small	Business	Program	has	several	objectives	to	meet	the	30	percent	goal.	One	of	the	top	objec-

tives	is	to	ensure	that	the	Authority	creates	a	Business	Program	that	is	flexible,	attainable,	efficient	and	
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“This is a momentous 

action in favor of these 

small businesses, a 

move that will level the 

contracting field, bring 

thousands of jobs and 

open up opportunities 

for a wider range of 

small businesses.” 

- Senator Curren Price

(D-Los Angeles)
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credible.	Other	objectives	include	putting	forth	best	practices	for	small	businesses	consistent	with	state	

and	federal	law,	creating	a	level	playing	field	where	all	small	businesses	have	a	chance	to	compete	fairly	

for	contracts,	and	removing	barriers	for	small	businesses	to	participate.

As	part	of	the	Small	Business	Program,	the	Authority	has	committed	to	several	plan	components.	These	

include	prompt	payment	to	contractors,	supportive	services	and	assistance	to	small	businesses	to	en-

sure	that	the	lines	of	communication	stay	open	between	the	Authority	and	our	partners.	The	Authority	

will	also	work	to	ensure	that	clear	guidelines	are	provided	for	both	parties	and	obtaining	approval	

before	substituting	or	removing	a	small	business.

While	the	Authority	is	not	a	small	business	certifying	agency,	the	Authority	recognizes	the	SB	 

certifications	from	the	California	Department	of	General	Services,	the	California	Unified	Certification	

Program,	and	the	U.S.	Small	Business	Administration. SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE
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H i g h - S p e e d  Ra i l  Fa c t s

• Small businesses can    
   compete for high-speed rail  
   projects from engineering  
   to maintenance to land-   
   scaping to concessions.

• In the construction sector,    
   small business are about   
  98% of all private firms. 

• Small and medium-sized    
  firms generated more  
  than two-fifths (44%) of  
  California’s total exports  
  of merchandise in 2007.  
  This was the seventh  
  highest percentage  
  among the states, and  
  was well above the 30%  
  national export share.
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JOB CREATION 

 •	Work	on	the	first	part	of	the	Initial	Operating	Section	(IOS)	of	high-speed	rail,	which	will		

	 		start	in	the	Central	Valley	in	2013,	will	generate	approximately	20,000	jobs	annually	 

	 		over	the	next	five	years.	 

	 •	Once	the	system	is	completed,	there	will	be	4,500	permanent	operations	jobs	needed	in 

	 		the	area	to	operate	and	maintain	the	system. 

	 •	Building	the	Phase	1	System	–	the	full	Bay	Area	to	Los	Angeles	line	–	will	generate	66,000 

	 		jobs	annually	for15	years.

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

Robert	Padilla,	the	Authority	Small	Business	Advocate,	is	conducting	a	robust	and	inclusive	outreach	

plan	to	increase	Small	Business	participation,	a	key	to	our	success	in	achieving	Small	Business	goals.


