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Comment Letter I070 
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Response to Comments of Carol Frazer, June 1, 2004 (Letter I070) 

I070-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter I071 
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Response to Comments of William Frazer, June 1, 2004 (Letter I071) 

I071-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter I072 
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Response to Comments of Deanne Ross, June 5, 2004 (Letter I072) 

I072-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  6-181

 

Comment Letter I073 

 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  6-182

 

Response to Comments of Brenda Andringa, June 9, 2004 (Letter I073) 

I073-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter I074 
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Response to Comments of J. Edward Hollender, June 4, 2004 (Letter I074) 

I074-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Charles Prevost, May 26, 2004 (Letter I075) 

I075-1 
Please see standard response 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 in regards to the HST 
ridership and revenue forecasts and the viability of HST service in 
California.  The Acela service on the Northeast Corridor achieves 
speeds of up to 150 mph between Boston and Washington D.C. and 
is considered to be a “high-speed” rail service.  Population 
projections used for the Program EIR/EIS and supporting technical 
studies are Department of Finance projections, the co-lead agencies 
believe that these projections are very credible.  In regards to HST 
systems, please see standard response 2.12.2.  It should further be 
noted that England recently opened the first segment of its new HST 
link between the “Chunnel” and London, the remaining segment is 
under construction.   
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Response to Comments of Thomas Ford, June 14, 2004 (Letter I076) 

I076-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Brian and Ann Blue, June 12, 2004 (Letter I077) 

I077-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter I078 
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Response to Comments of Linda Nicoleto, June 17, 2004 (Letter I078) 

I078-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter I079 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Matthew Nahan, June 20, 2004 (Letter I079) 

I079-1 
Please see the preferred HST alignment and station locations as 
described in the Final Program EIR/EIS (Chapter 6A).  The Authority 
believes that the preferred HST alignment and station locations 
minimize impacts to State Parks and Wilderness lands. 

I079-2 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

I079-3 
Quantification of the acreage that would be developed at individual 
station stops as a result of HST is beyond the scope of a program 
level document.  Should the HST proposal move forward, more 
detailed project-specific studies will be required.  Please also refer to 
standard response 6.3.1. 

I079-4 
Environmental analysis was done at a program-level detail, however, 
the Authority believes that there was sufficient information provided 
in the Draft Program EIR/EIS to select a preferred alignment and 
station locations (see comment I079-1 above).  Details such as “rock 
tailing” and “increasing the rate of water drainage from mountains” 
and “identify the compounds released by tunneling, quantify their 
volume and project their concentration in streams” is beyond the 
scope of a program level environmental document.  Should the HST 
proposal move forward, more detailed project-specific studies will be 
required. Please see standard responses 3.15.3 and 3.15.5 in 
regards to potential impacts from tunneling on habitat, groundwater 
and drainage.  Please see standard responses 3.15.2, 3.15.3, 3.15.9 
and 3.15.13 in regards to habitat fragmentation and the level of 
detail of the program EIR/EIS process.  Please see standard 
response 3.17.1 in regards to the cumulative impacts analysis.     
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Response to Comments of Dennis W. Pinion, June 22, 2004 (Letter I080) 

I080-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter I081 Continued 
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Comment Letter I081 Continued 
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Comment Letter I081 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Mike Pegler, May 26, 2004 (Letter I081) 

I081-1 
Acknowledged. 

I081-2 
Acknowledged. 

I081-3 through I081-17 
Please see responses to Comments PH-SJ019.  Written comments 
sent are duplicates of the oral comments Mr. Pegler made to the 
Authority at the San Jose Public Hearing on May 26, 2004. 
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Response to Comments of Deanna Ross, June 6, 2004 (Letter I082) 

I082-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Patrick Tumamait, July 4, 2004 (Letter I083) 

I083-1 
Acknowledged.  Should the HST proposal move forward to project 
specific study, the Authority and FRA will consider contacting these 
individuals and will consider using Native Chumash people, as well as 
archaeologists.  Please also see standard responses 3.12.1 and 
10.1.14. 

I083-2 
Acknowledged.  Should the HST proposal move forward to project 
specific study, the Authority and FRA will take these suggestions into 
consideration in regards to the hiring of Native American Monitors.  
Please also see response to comment I083-1. 

I083-3 
Acknowledged. 
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Response to Comments of Dr. Daniel A. Straus, July 10, 2004 (Letter I084) 

I084-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Jerry A. Wilkinson, July 11, 2004 (Letter I085) 

I085-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Tony Kranz, July 19, 2004 (Letter I086) 

I086-1 
At the March 25, 2003 Authority Board meeting in San Diego, staff 
presented screening recommendations for some of the conventional 
rail design options at key locations along the Los Angeles-Orange 
County-San Diego (LOSSAN) corridor (Del Mar, Encinitas, San 
Clemente/Dana Point, and San Juan Capistrano).  A revised draft 
report “Los Angeles to San Diego via Orange County: Conventional 
Screening Report” dated May 16, 2003, was approved by the 
Authority at their May 27, 2003 board meeting at Irvine.  The 
rationale for the elimination of the “Long Trench” concept through 
Encinitas is described on page 18 of the report.  Although there had 
been public support for that concept in the past, this concept was 
eliminated because of its high cost ($250 million more than the 
“Short Trench” concept) and constructability issues/impacts.  At the 
Authority’s March 25, 2003 board meeting, the City of Encinitas 
commented in favor of the Authority’s recommendations.  The report 
is available on the Authority’s website.  Please also see standard 
response 6.42.1.  
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Response to Comments of Elizabeth Lamson, July 17, 2004 (Letter I087) 

I087-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Emily Baird, July 19, 2004 (Letter I088) 

I088-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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