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Response to Comments of Christopher Cabaldon, Chair, Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG),  
August 31, 2004 (Letter AL073) 

AL073-1 
Acknowledged. 

AL073-2 
Please see standard response 6.3.1 in regards to the HST mountain 
crossing between the Central Valley and the Bay Area.  Please also 
see standard response 2.16.1 in regards to the Capitol rail corridor.  
Conventional improvements to the existing Capitol Corridor are not 
the responsibility of the Authority and are beyond the scope of this 
program EIR/EIS process. 

AL073-3 
Acknowledged. The discussion of population, jobs and urban growth 
patterns in the Draft Program EIR/EIS is based on economic 
analysis, current planning, and appropriate modeling.  Please see 
standard response 5.2.1 for additional information.  

The “sub-alternative” suggested by the commenter is actually 
encapsulated in the analysis of the HST Alternative in the Draft 
Program EIR/EIS; therefore, additional evaluation is not needed.  
Please see standard response 5.2.1 for discussion of “addressing 
decentralized growth”.  The Authority thanks the commenter for the 
suggestion regarding the PLACE3S software.  Use of this software 
will be considered for subsequent project-level analysis.   

AL073-4 
A financing plan is beyond the scope of this program EIR/EIS 
process.  Please see the Authority’s June 2000 Business Plan for the 
Authority’s cost/benefit analysis done as part of previous feasibility 
studies.  Decisions about the allocation of state funds to various 
programs will be made in the future by the Governor and the 
Legislature. 

AL073-5 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown 
Sacramento station site as the preferred location for a potential HST 
station to serve Sacramento. 

AL073-6 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.12.1.  Should the 
HST proposal move forward additional efforts to minimize impacts on 
Galt (including alignment options) would be part of future project 
specific studies. 

AL073-7 
Acknowledged. 
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Comment Letter AL074 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Scott H. Peters, Councilman, First District, City of San Diego, August 31, 2004  
(Letter AL074) 

AL074-1 
Please see standard response 6.42.1.  Please also see standard 
response 2.30.1. 

AL074-2 
The focus of the HST system is on serving intercity passenger trips 
between regions.  The Modal Alternative development focused on 
potential improvements of existing modes of intercity travel.  Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) is under consideration for local and regional 
services primarily within regions.  The co-lead agencies are not 
aware of efforts or proposals for use of (BRT) as a solution for 
intercity transportation needs. 
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Comment Letter AL075 Continued 
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Response to Comments of  Maria Ayerdi, Executive Director, Transbay Joint Powers Authority, August 31, 2004 
(Letter AL075) 

AL075-1 
Acknowledged. 

AL075-2 
Acknowledged. 

AL075-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority and the FRA look forward to 
continuing to work in cooperation with the Transbay Joint Powers 
Board. 

AL075-4 
The Authority has identified the Transbay Terminal as the preferred 
location for a potential HST terminus station to serve San Francisco.  
Please refer to Chapter 6A of the Final Program EIR/EIS.  

AL075-5 
Acknowledged.  In the Final Program EIR/EIS Table 2-H-4a in 
Appendix 2-H has been revised to reflect the additional connections. 

AL075-6 
Acknowledged.  The figure is illustrative only, and was not used in 
the Draft Program EIR/EIS.  It has no explicit influence on the 
information presented on the conceptual service plan in the Program 
EIR/EIS.  The technical reports will not be revised as part of 
preparing the Final Program EIR/EIS. 
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Response to Comments of Scott Reekstin, Senior Planner, City of Tustin, Community Development Department, 
August 31, 2004 (Letter AL076) 

AL076-1 
The commentor’s concerns are acknowledged.  The Authority has 
identified a preferred HST system that includes direct service to 
Irvine in Orange County along the LOSSAN corridor option between 
Los Angeles and Orange County.  This option assumes shared 
operations with other passenger services and separation from freight 
with 4 total tracks (2 for passenger rail services and 2 for freight) 
between Los Angeles and Fullerton.  South of Fullerton the 
alignment would be two tracks with additional passing tracks at 
intermediate stations.  The electrified HST would need to share 
tracks (at reduced speeds) with non-electric Metrolink commuter rail, 
Surfliner intercity service and occasional freight trains (there are 
fewer freight operations south of Fullerton).  Shared use 
improvements to the LOSSAN corridor would be considerably less 
costly (about $2.25 billion less) and would have considerably fewer 
environmental impacts than a new dedicated alignment along the 
UPRR Santa Ana line.  

This alignment would increase connectivity and accessibility to 
Orange County, California’s second most populated county, and the 
transportation hubs of Anaheim and Irvine.  Improvements to the 
LOSSAN corridor would provide a safer, more reliable, energy 
efficient intercity mode to serve Orange County and Southern Los 
Angeles County while improving the safety, reliability, and 
performance of the “Metrolink” regional commuter, and “Surfliner” 
intercity service because of the fully grade separated tracks, 
separation from freight, and a state-of-the-art signaling and 
communications system.  The HST service would greatly increase the 
capacity for intercity and commuter travel and reduce automobile 
traffic.  Environmental impacts would be minimized since this 
alignment utilizes the existing LOSSAN right-of-way.  Noise impacts 
from existing operations could be reduced due to the elimination of 
horn noise and gate noise from existing rail services as a result of 
adding grade separations at existing grade crossings.   

Further analysis at the project level could indicate somewhat greater 
infrastructure requirements with potentially increased costs and 
environmental impacts. However, the cost and potential for 
environmental impact associated with the LOSSAN corridor option 
are expected to still be considerably less than those associated with 
the UPRR Santa Ana option.  The Authority identification of the 
LOSSAN rail alignment is based on the assumption that the capacity 
and compatibility issues associated with the shared operations with 
existing non-electric service (Surfliners, Metrolink, and freight) can 
be resolved.  If the HST proposal moves forward, the Authority will 
continue to work with communities to minimize potential impacts.   

AL076-2 
Acknowledged.  The Final Program EIR/EIS states the benefit of 
grade separations along the existing LOSSAN corridor in general and 
does not single out the grade crossing at Red Hill Avenue.  To the 
extent that the grade separation at Red Hill Avenue, or at any other 
location, is completed by others prior to the implementation of the 
proposed HST system, the potential noise and traffic safety benefits 
would not be attributed to the HST system. 

AL076-3 
Acknowledged. 

AL076-4 
Vibration levels associated with HST are relatively lower than the 
levels associated with conventional passenger and freight trains due 
to the lighter weight of HST equipment and the high standard of 
track construction and maintenance required for high-speed 
operations.  Vibration impacts are highly site-specific in nature.  
These issues will be addressed further during subsequent project 
level environmental review, based on more precise information 
regarding location and design of the facilities proposed (e.g., specific 
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alignment, track and trackbed construction, soil types, type and 
design of proximate structures, etc.).  The more detailed engineering 
associated with the project level environmental analysis will allow 
the Authority to further investigate ways to avoid, minimize and 
mitigate potential impacts. 

AL076-5 
The Program EIR/EIS traffic analysis was completed at a regional 
level of detail based on regional modeling data.  Should the HST 
program move forward site-specific intersection traffic analysis will 
be required as part of subsequent project level studies.  Should the 
HST proposal move forward, the Authority would work closely with 
the City of Tustin and others to ensure use of appropriate 
information and methodologies in analyzing potential traffic impacts 
and to ensure consideration of appropriate access improvements to 
minimize and mitigate potential traffic impacts. 
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Comment Letter AL077 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Rebecca E. Klisch, City Clerk and James C. Sanchez, Chief Assistant City Attorney, City of 
Fresno (Resolution No. 2004-298), September 1, 2004 (Letter AL077) 

AL077 
Acknowledged.
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