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Response to Comments of David Solow, Chief Executive Officer, Metrolink, Southern California Regional Rail 
Authority, August 30, 2004 (Letter AL061) 

AL061-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority appreciates Metrolink’s interest and 
cooperation throughout this environmental process.  The Authority 
looks forward to continuing to work with Metrolink/SCRRA as the 
HST program proceeds.   While at a program level (which would not 
result in any permits), there are few, if any, agencies which would 
qualify as “Responsible Agencies” under CEQA (Public Resources 
Code Section 21069), should the HST proposal move forward, 
various agencies and local jurisdictions may be considered 
Responsible Agencies during the subsequent project specific 
environmental reviews.  The Authority has communicated directly 
with potentially affected jurisdictions throughout this program 
EIR/EIS process, and public outreach has and continues to be an 
important part of the program environmental process (please see 
Chapters 8 and 9 of the Final Program EIR/EIS).  Communicating 
directly with potentially affected agencies and local jurisdictions will 
also be an essential component of future project specific studies.  
Determining the appropriate mitigation for potential impacts of the 
HST service to street and highway access, station parking and transit 
facilities, and/or increased transit and traffic access would be part of 
future project specific studies.   

The Authority has entered into an Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Caltrain Joint Powers Board, and would like to enter 
into a similar MOU with Metrolink/SCRRA.  Authority staff have 
suggested this to Metrolink staff and provided Metrolink with a copy 
of the Caltrain MOU.  The MOU with the Caltrain JPB establishes a 
framework for the Authority and Caltrain JPB to work cooperatively 
on efforts to implement potential improvements in the Caltrain 
corridor.   

AL061-2 
The primary purpose of the HST is to carry intercity passengers for 
longer distance trips between regions.  The HST and Metrolink 
services would primarily be complementary services.  Nevertheless, 
the potential for long-distance commuters to use the HST is 
recognized in the ridership and revenue forecasts used for the 
program environmental process.  Addressing the potential for service 
competition noted by the comment (monitoring the impact of 
Metrolink riders diversion and provide a mitigation plan, monitor the 
impact of the HST system on joint station requirements and provide 
a mitigation plan, and develop a coordinated operating plan for 
Metrolink and HST) calls for detailed project level study, which is 
beyond the scope of this program level process.  Should the HST 
proposal move forward, these potential issues and coordination and 
integration with other transit providers would be addressed in detail 
as part of future project specific studies and operation plans.  Future 
investigations would also look at potential benefits and impacts to 
the Metrolink services and could include consideration of some use 
of HST tracks by Metrolink/SCRRA.  Please also see response to 
Comment AL053-8 and Comment AL053-9.   

AL061-3  
Acknowledged. The Authority supports continued coordination with 
Metrolink/SCRRA.  However, except as addressed by design practices 
and coordination/integration policies, potential impacts on rights-of-
way owned by SCRRA member agencies and on existing SCRRA 
shared-use agreements will primarily be addressed in future studies 
at the project level. 

AL061-4   
Acknowledged.  The subsidy related issues raised are beyond the 
scope of the program EIR/EIS process.  Should the HST proposal 
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move forward, coordination of services and station use, and related 
issues would be addressed in future project specific studies.  

AL061-5   
Acknowledged.  Financing plans for the construction of the HST 
system are beyond the scope of this program level EIR/EIS process.  
Should the HST proposal move forward, the Authority will continue 
to work in cooperation with SCRRA.  Determining funding allocations 
for expenses associated with future reviews are beyond the scope of 
this program EIR/EIS process, and would be the responsibility of the 
Legislature and the Governor.  

AL061-6   
Specific grade separation design requirements should be determined 
as part of future project specific investigations. 

AL061-7   
The program EIR/EIS is based on a conceptual level of engineering.  
Preliminary engineering design, as a part of future project specific 
studies, will identify appropriate and acceptable design solutions and 
construction practices, and examine potential cooperative designs or 
solutions. 

AL061-8   
The program EIR/EIS is based on a conceptual level of engineering.  
Preliminary engineering design will be required as a part of future 
project specific studies.  Placing the HST facilities at existing grade 
would be considered wherever practicable as a part of future project 
specific analysis. 

AL061-9  
The alternative title is positioned directly over the applicable column 
and is restated on each page of the table. 

AL061-10  
See response to Comment AL053 8-9.  The Authority will work 
closely with SCRRA during subsequent project level engineering and 
environmental studies to allow for the most effective interaction and 
coordination of SCRRA and HST services.  

AL061-11  
The Authority plans to work closely with SCRRA during subsequent 
project level engineering and environmental studies to allow for the 
most effective interaction and coordination of SCRRA and HST 
services and not unduly limit other opportunities for participating 
agencies.  

AL061-12  
Acknowledged. 

AL061-13  
These are issues to be addressed in subsequent project-level 
engineering and environmental reviews, should a decision be made 
to move forward with the proposed HST system. 

AL061-14 
Acknowledged.  The figures in the Final Program EIR/EIS use the 
label “MTA/Metrolink” for this alignment option. 

AL061-15 
In general, the at-grade, aerial, and trench portions of this segment 
(Sylmar to Los Angeles) include MTA/SCRRA tracks so that all modes 
are separated from at-grade crossings as part of the conceptual HST 
design.  The primary exception to this is the aerial structure segment 
between Glendale Boulevard and I-110, which did not include the 
MTA/SCRRA tracks.  The implementation of HST aerial structures 
would not preclude other entities from constructing separate 
adjacent structures for other services.  Should the HST proposal 
move forward, the Authority and the FRA will continue to work with 
SCRRA to define the proposed HST improvements in such a way that 
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maximizes the associated benefits to and efficiency of the overall 
transportation system.   

AL061-16 
Please see standard response 2.8.1. 

AL061-17 
Acknowledged.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the 
Authority and the FRA will continue to work with SCRRA and other 
LAUS stakeholders to address specific right of way requirements in 
the more detailed project specific studies that would be required. 

AL061-18 
Acknowledged.  The conceptual design assumes that a reinforced 
concrete barrier be installed between the two rail modes when both 
are operating at the same grade.  Should the HST proposal move 
forward, project specific study and environmental documentation 
would include preliminary engineering design that would define 
safety measures. 

AL061-19 
The conceptual design assumes the HST tracks on aerial structure to 
be connected via vertical circulation with the existing Metrolink 
tracks at the proposed station.  The HST alignment has been 
designed at a conceptual level of detail.  Should the HST program 
move forward preliminary engineering design will be required as part 
of future project specific analysis.  Additional design options 
(including different concepts for specific station design and location) 
along the preferred HST alignments would be included as part of 
future studies.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the 
Authority and the FRA will continue to work with SCRRA to address 
issues surrounding all aspects of station design and interface with 
the existing facilities in the more detailed project specific studies that 
will be required. 

Figure 6.4-2 has been revised in the Final Program EIR/EIS to reflect 
placement of the Burbank Metrolink/Media City station in the correct 
location at the existing Metrolink station. 

AL061-20 
The conceptual design assumes the HST tracks on aerial structure to 
be connected via vertical circulation with the existing Metrolink 
tracks at the proposed station.  The HST alignment has been 
designed at a conceptual level of detail.  Should the HST program 
move forward preliminary engineering design will be required as part 
of future project specific analysis.  Additional design options 
(including different concepts for specific station design and location) 
along the preferred HST alignments would be included as part of 
future studies.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the 
Authority and the FRA will continue to work with SCRRA to address 
issues surrounding all aspects of station design and interface with 
the existing facilities in the more detailed project specific studies that 
will be required. 

Figure 6.4-2 has been revised in the Final Program EIR/EIS to reflect 
placement of the Burbank Metrolink/Media City station in the correct 
location at the existing Metrolink station.    

AL061-21 
Figure 6.4-2 correctly shows an alignment option for an aerial 
segment from through the segment containing the aerial crossings of 
I-5 and Western Avenue.   

AL061-22 
Figure 6.4-2 correctly shows an alignment option for an aerial 
segment from through the segment containing the Glendale Station 
and Taylor Yard.  The aerial segment would separate the HST over 
both the Glendale Station and the Glendale Freeway (SR 2).  See 
also response to Comment AL061-15. 
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AL061-23 
The Authority has identified the existing Los Angeles Union Station 
as the preferred HST station site to serve the Los Angeles area.  
Should the HST proposal move forward, the Authority would 
continue to work with SCRRA and other LAUS stakeholders to 
address issues surrounding pedestrian flow, station access issues 
and other aspects of station design in the more detailed project 
specific studies that will be required.  The preferred LAUS alignment 
is designed as a through-running station above existing tracks and 
platforms where trains from Northern California will not need to 
reverse direction (“stub-end”) in order to continue on to Orange 
County or San Diego (via the Inland Empire). 

AL061-24 

Acknowledged. 

AL061-25 
The Authority has identified the UPRR Riverside/UPRR Colton Line as 
the preferred HST alignment between Los Angeles and March ARB.  
Please see standard response 6.29.3. 

AL061-26 
The HST alignment, including aerial portions, has been designed at a 
conceptual level of detail.  Should the HST program move forward, 
preliminary engineering design will be required as part of future 
project specific analysis.  Review of additional design options 
(including different concepts to accomplish grade separations) along 
the preferred HST alignments would be included as part of future 
studies. 

AL061-27 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the UPRR 
Riverside/Colton alignment option as preferred between Los Angeles 
and March ARB.  Comparing the two alignments between Los 
Angeles and Pomona, although the UPRR Riverside/Colton option is 
a more heavily used freight corridor (with more freight related 

constraints and future potential for freight expansion) than the UPRR 
Colton Line, the UPRR Riverside/Colton option would provide a much 
better HST connection to Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS) and to 
Northern California (since it connects to Union Station from the 
south).  The UPRR Colton line enters LAUS from the north, and 
would likely require high-speed trains to reverse direction, turning 
LAUS into a stub-end station for high-speed trains traveling from the 
Inland Empire to northern California.  This would increase travel 
times between these markets by at least 10 minutes with the 
preferred Existing LAUS HST station.  Between LAUS and March ARB, 
the alignment options considered have similar potential for 
environmental impacts.  The Riverside/Colton option would be less 
costly, about $1.2 billion less than the Colton Line option.    

For the segment between Ontario and March ARB, the UPRR Colton 
Line (part of both the UPRR Riverside/Colton and UPRR Colton 
alignment options) would provide considerably higher speeds and 
faster travel times (estimated at 6 minutes less between LA and San 
Diego) than the option that would directly serve San Bernardino.  A 
direct link to San Bernardino is estimated to cost $700 million more 
(than either the Riverside/Colton option or the Colton option) and 
would not avoid or substantially reduce potential environmental 
impacts.  Should the HST proposal move forward, future studies 
would address planned changes to the existing UPRR alignment as 
necessary. 

AL061-28 
Acknowledged.  Should the HST proposal move forward, project 
specific study would include preliminary engineering design and 
environmental documentation. 

AL061-29 
Acknowledged.  Should the HST proposal move forward, project 
specific study would include preliminary engineering design and 
environmental documentation, and consideration of grade separation 
needs. 
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AL061-30 
The Authority has identified a preferred HST system that does not 
include a direct link between Los Angeles and LAX. 

AL061-31 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified a preferred HST system 
that includes direct service to Irvine in Orange County along the 
LOSSAN corridor alignment option.  This option assumes shared 
operations with other passenger services and separation from freight 
with 4 total tracks (2 for passenger rail services and 2 for freight) 
between Los Angeles and Fullerton.  South of Fullerton the 
alignment would be two tracks with additional passing tracks at 
intermediate stations.  The electrified HST would need to share 
tracks (at reduced speeds) with non-electric Metrolink commuter rail, 
Surfliner intercity service and occasional freight trains (there are 
fewer freight operations south of Fullerton).  Shared use 
improvements to the LOSSAN corridor would be considerably less 
costly (about $2.25 billion less) and would have considerably fewer 
environmental impacts than a new dedicated alignment along the 
UPRR Santa Ana line.   

This alignment would increase connectivity and accessibility to 
Orange County, California’s second most populated county, and the 
transportation hubs of Anaheim and Irvine.  Improvements to the 
LOSSAN corridor would provide a safer, more reliable, energy 
efficient intercity mode to serve Orange County and Southern Los 
Angeles County while improving the safety, reliability, and 
performance of the regional commuter, and “Surfliner” intercity 
service because of the fully grade separated tracks, separation from 
freight, and a state-of-the-art signaling and communications system.  
The HST service would greatly increase the capacity for intercity and 
commuter travel and reduce automobile traffic.  Environmental 
impacts would be minimized since this alignment utilizes the existing 
LOSSAN right-of-way.  Noise impacts from existing operations could 
be reduced due to the elimination of horn noise and gate noise from 
existing rail services as a result of adding grade separations at 
existing grade crossings (where all services are grade separated). 

Further analysis at the project level could indicate somewhat greater 
infrastructure requirements with potentially increased costs and 
environmental impacts. However, the cost and potential for 
environmental impact associated with the LOSSAN corridor option 
are expected to still be considerably less than those associated with 
the UPRR Santa Ana option.  The Authority’s identification of the 
LOSSAN rail alignment is based on the assumption (as noted in the 
Final Program EIR/EIS, Chapter 6A) that the capacity and 
compatibility issues associated with the shared operations with 
existing non-electric service (Surfliners, Metrolink, and freight) can 
be resolved.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the Authority 
will continue to work with SCRRA and other agencies and the public 
throughout the more detailed project specific studies that will be 
required to ensure that the improvements to the LOSSAN corridor 
benefit existing rail services, the region, and local communities. 

AL061-32 
Please see standard response 6.41.1. 

AL061-33 
Acknowledged.  The HST alignment has been designed at a 
conceptual level of detail.  Should the HST program move forward 
preliminary engineering design will be required as part of future 
project specific analysis.  Additional design options (including 
different concepts for crossing major freeways such as SR 118) 
along the preferred HST alignments would be included as part of 
future studies.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the 
Authority and the FRA will continue to work with SCRRA, Caltrans, 
and other LAUS stakeholders to address issues surrounding all 
aspects of freeway crossings and grade separations in the more 
detailed project specific studies that will be required. 

 

AL061-34 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the existing Los Angeles 
Union Station as the preferred HST station option to serve the Los 
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Angeles area.  The HST alignment has been designed to a 
conceptual level of detail.  Should the HST program move forward 
preliminary engineering design will be required as part of future 
project specific analysis.  Additional design options (including 
different concepts for maintenance facility sites and connections) 
along selected HST corridor alignments would be included in future 
studies.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the Authority 
would continue to work with SCRRA and other LAUS stakeholders to 
address issues surrounding all aspects of station design at Union 
Station in the detailed project specific studies that will be required. 

AL061-35 
The Program EIR/EIS has been prepared at a conceptual level of 
detail.  Should the HST proposal move forward, the Authority looks 
forward to continuing to work with MTA/SCRRA, other agencies, and 
the public to carry out more detailed project specific studies that will 
included preliminary engineering design.  The Authority will work 
with MTA/SCRRA, other agencies, and the public to identify 
appropriate options to be investigated as part of the scoping of 
future project specific studies for this area including both the co-
location of the HST and commuter lines and the potential use of the 
HST tracks for long distance commuter services. 
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