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Response to Comments of Susan B. Anderson, Chair, County of Fresno, Board of Supervisors, August 30, 2004 
(Letter AL055) 

AL055-1   

Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the UPRR alignment 
(without an express loop) as the preferred alignment through the 
Fresno urban area.  The Authority has also identified the Downtown 
Fresno site as the preferred station location for a potential HST 
station to serve Fresno County.  Please also see standard response 
6.20.5.  The Authority will continue to work with the County of 
Fresno to ensure that construction of the HST does not preclude 
other vital uses in the corridor. 

AL055-2   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as 
the preferred alignment between Fresno (outside the urban area) 
and Bakersfield.  Please see standard response 6.15.4. 

AL055-3   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

 
AL055-4 
 
See responses to Comment Letter AL056. 
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Response to Comments of Clark C. Thompson for Barbara Goodwin, Executive Director, Council of Fresno County 
Governments, August 30, 2004 (Letter AL056) 

AL056-1   
Acknowledged.  It is the Authority’s and the FRA’s objective to 
maximize the use of existing transportation corridors and right-of-
way for the HST system, to the extent feasible in a manner sensitive 
to and protective of California’s unique natural resources. 
Furthermore, the Authority has committed to “pursuing agreements 
with existing owners/rail operators to place the HST alignment within 
existing rail rights-of-way” (see the Summary – Section S.4.5 and 
Section 3.8.5 of Final Program EIR/EIS).  Potential impacts on 
farmlands are quantified in Section 3.8 of the Draft Program 
EIR/EIS.  More detailed evaluation of potential farmland impacts 
would be part of future project level studies should the HST proposal 
move forward.  Please also see standard response 6.15.4. 

AL056-2   
Acknowledged.  The determination of an operational plan for the 
HST system is beyond the scope of this program EIR/EIS.  Should 
the HST proposal move forward, more detailed operations analysis 
will be undertaken.  The operational plan used to develop the 
ridership and revenue forecasts assumed about 12 (in each 
direction) “skip stop” express trains stopping in Fresno (see 
Authority’s June 2000 Business Plan page 59 for details). 

AL056-3   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.7.3, standard 
response 2.7.2, and standard response 2.7.1. 

AL056-4   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as 
the preferred alignment between Fresno (outside the urban area) 
and Bakersfield.  Please see standard response 6.15.4. 

The potential for overpasses or underpasses to affect the local 
economies of individual communities will be addressed in the project 
level environmental analysis when site-specific alignments and 
design options are considered.  Assessment of any potential effects 
of this type requires design details and data specificity that are 
neither available nor appropriate at a program level of analysis. 

AL056-5   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has also identified the Downtown 
Fresno site as the preferred station location for a potential HST 
station to serve Fresno County.  Please see standard response 
6.20.5.   
 

AL056-6 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as 
the preferred alignment between Fresno (outside the urban area) 
and Bakersfield.  Please also see standard response 6.15.4.  The 
Authority has identified the UPRR alignment (without an express 
loop) as the preferred alignment through the Fresno urban area and 
the Authority has also identified the Downtown Fresno site as the 
preferred station location for a potential HST station to serve Fresno 
County.  Please also see standard response 6.20.5.  Relocating 
Amtrak and BNSF services is not the responsibility of the Authority 
and the analysis for a “loop” line for these purposes is beyond the 
scope of this program EIR/EIS process.   Further review of potential 
issues related to the relocation of Amtrak service and coordination 
with the proposed HST service would occur in the project level 
environmental studies.   
 

AL056-7   
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 
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AL056-8   
Please see standard response 10.1.7. 
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Comment Letter AL057 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Wendie Rooney, Community Development Director, City of Gilroy, August 30, 2004 
(Letter AL057) 

AL057-1   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

AL057-2   
Acknowledged. 

AL057-3   
Please see standard response 6.3.1.  Should the HST proposal move 
forward, additional project level studies will be required, including 
analyses of potential circulation, traffic and parking demand impacts 
near proposed stations.  

Prior to the implementation of any alignment and/or station option, 
project level engineering and environmental analysis would be 
conducted to identify precise placement of facilities and associated 
impacts, including potential project generated traffic impacts and 
potential parking demand impacts.  In addition, the Authority is 
recommending further study of potential alignment and station 
options through the northern mountain crossing from Merced to San 
Jose, including those that traverse Gilroy.   

AL057-4 
Acknowledged. 

AL057-5 
Acknowledged. 

AL057-6 
Acknowledged.  Section 3.18 of the Final Program EIR/EIS addresses 
construction methods and the potential for construction impacts in 
general.  In addition, each section of Chapter 3 also outlines specific 
design features that will be applied to the implementation of the HST 
system to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential impacts.  However, 
construction impacts are highly site-specific in nature.  Construction 
impacts will be addressed in detail during subsequent project level 
environmental review, based on more precise information regarding 
location and design of the facilities proposed and the phasing or 
sequencing of construction. The detail of engineering associated with 
the project level environmental analysis will allow the Authority to 
further investigate ways to avoid, minimize and mitigate potential 
impacts. 
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Response to Comments ofMichael S. Amabile, Mayor, City of Los Banos, August 30, 2004 (Letter AL058) 

AL058-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Comment Letter AL059 
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Comment Letter AL059 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Kathleen M. Crookham, Supervisor, District Two, County of Merced, August 30, 2004 
(Letter AL059) 

AL059-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown Merced 
and the Castle Airport Aviation and Development Center as a 
potential HST station sites to serve Merced County.  In regards to 
the selection of a maintenance hub site, please see standard 
response 2.35.1. 

AL059-2 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Michael Amabile, MCAG Governing Board Chair, Merced County Association of 
Governments, August 30, 2004 (Letter AL060) 

AL060-1 
Table 2.6-7; has been revised to reflect the University of California at 
Merced (UC Merced). 
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