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Response to Comments of Ian B. McAvoy, Chief Development Officer, Caltrain, August 30, 2004 (Letter AL054) 

AL054-1   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Caltrain (shared 
use) option as the preferred HST alignment for serving San Francisco 
and the Peninsula.  Please also see standard response 6.2.1. 

AL054-2   
Acknowledged. 

AL054-3   
Acknowledged. The Authority has identified the preferred technology 
alternative for the proposed HST system as state-of-the-art 
electrically powered (overhead catenary), high-speed, steel-wheel-
on-steel-rail technology, including an assumption that the system 
would use 2 X 25 KV Overhead Catenary.  The Authority will 
continue to coordinate with the Caltrain JPB should the HST proposal 
move forward. 

AL054-4 
The Authority is aware of the Caltrain Strategic Plan and it was taken 
into consideration in the development of the No Project Alternative 
to the extent that any of the specific improvements in the Strategic 
Plan scenarios meet the criteria for inclusion in the No Project 
Alternative (see Appendix 2C: No Project Alternative Projects Funded 
for Intercity and Freight Rail in the State of California).  The Modal 
Alternative is comprised of only intercity highway and aviation 
infrastructure improvements.  Please also see response to Comment 
AL054-11. 

AL054-5   
Acknowledged.  See standard response 2.7.3 

AL054-6   
Acknowledged. 

AL054-7   
Based on the alignment and technology options identified as 
preferred in the Final Program EIR/EIS (i.e., Caltrain Corridor and 
the LOSSAN Corridor), the Authority will develop performance 
criteria for shared use operations in conjunction with Caltrain and 
other owner/operators involved. The criteria will be developed to 
guide the subsequent project level engineering and environmental 
review in these shared use segments. 

AL054-8   
Acknowledged.  Neither the Draft Program EIR/EIS, nor the Final 
Program EIR/EIS makes any assumption that, “CAHSR service could 
be initiated only after the completion of the system from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles”.  Please see standard response 10.1.7. 

AL054-9   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

AL054-10   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

AL054-11 
Section 3.17 “Cumulative Impacts Evaluation” of the Final Program 
EIR/EIS is intended to account for the potential impacts of the 
proposed HST system together with impacts from other reasonably 
foreseeable projects/actions and has been revised to include the 
Build-Out development scenario, which includes the Caltrain 
Electrification Program and the Transbay Terminal/Downtown 
Extension Project.  This scenario represents the most comprehensive 
and likely infrastructure and system improvements to be 
implemented in conjunction with the HST Alternative. 
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AL054-12   
The technical reports which include ridership and revenue by 
segment were referenced in Chapter 2 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS 
(page 2-7) as well as Chapter 12 “References”.  The program 
EIR/EIS identifies potential impacts to transit at a broad level.  
Please see Section 3.1 of the Program EIR/EIS under “Transit, Goods 
Movement and Parking”.  Detailed analysis of the projected ridership 
effect on secondary public transportation providers is beyond the 
scope of this program EIR/EIS process.  Should the HST proposal 
move forward, this would be investigated as part of more detailed 
project level analyses.  Please also see response to Comment AL053-
8 and AL053-9. 
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