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Responses to Public Hearing at San Jose Sheriff’s Auditorium (San Jose, 10:00 AM - Wednesday April 7, 2010) 

PH1-1-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-1-2 
Comment noted.  See Responses to Comments L017-4 through 
L017-25. 

PH1-1-3 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH1-2-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-2-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-2-3 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-2-4 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-3-1 
Comment noted.  See Chapter 7 of the Revised Draft Program EIR 
Materials for the rationale for the recommendation to select the 
Pacheco Pass alternative. 

PH1-3-2 
Comment noted.  See Chapter 7 of the Revised Draft Program EIR 
Materials for the rationale for the recommendation to select the 
Pacheco Pass alternative. 

PH1-3-3 
The 2010 Revised Draft Program EIR Material addresses those topics 
identified in the final judgment for the Town of Atherton litigation as 
requiring corrective work under CEQA.  The purpose of the project 
was not one of those topics. See Chapter 1, Purpose and Need and 
Objectives, in the 2008 Final Program EIR.  The purpose of the Bay 
Area HST is to provide a reliable high-speed electrified train system 
that links the major Bay Area cities to the Central Valley, 
Sacramento, and Southern California, and that delivers predictable 
and consistent travel times.  Further objectives are to provide 
interfaces between the HST system and major commercial airports, 
mass transit, and the highway network and to relieve capacity 
constraints of the existing transportation system in a manner 
sensitive to and protective of the Bay Area to Central Valley region’s 
and California’s unique natural resources.  

Also noted in Chapter 1 is the need for the project.  The capacity of 
California’s intercity transportation system is insufficient to meet 
existing and future demand, and the current and projected future 
congestion of the system will continue to result in deteriorating air 
quality, reduced reliability, and increased travel times.  The system 
has not kept pace with the tremendous increase in population, 
economic activity and tourism in the state.  The interstate highway 
system, commercial airports, and conventional passenger rail system 
serving the intercity travel market are operating at or near capacity 
and will require large public investments for maintenance and 
expansion to meet existing demand and future growth over the next 
20 years and beyond.  Moreover, the ability to expand many major 
highways and key airports is uncertain; some needed expansions 
may be impractical or may be constrained by physical, political, and 
other factors.    

PH1-3-4 
Comment acknowledged. See Chapter 2, Alternatives, in the 2008 
Final Program EIR.  Chapter 2 notes that the HST system would be a 
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fully grade-separated and fully access-controlled guideway with 
intrusion monitoring systems.  This means that the HST 
infrastructure (e.g., mainline tracks and maintenance and storage 
facilities) would be designed to prevent access by unauthorized 
vehicles, persons, animals, and objects.  The capital cost estimates 
include allowances for appropriate barriers (fences and walls), state-
of-the-art communication, access-control, and monitoring and 
detection systems.  Chapter 2 also discussed that trains would draw 
electric power from overhead wires connected to the commercial 
power grid.  Also see Chapter 3.9, Aesthetics and Visual Resources, 
for a discussion of visual impacts of fencing and electrification. 

PH1-3-5 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH1-3-6 
The project proposes removal of lanes from Monterey Highway in 
south San Jose and not from Highway 101.  Project-specific analyses 
of circulation, traffic, and parking will be conducted in the project-
level EIR/EIS for the station areas, access roads, and other facilities 
that might be affected by the proposed HST alignment and stations.  
This will be documented in a Traffic, Transit, Circulation and Parking 
Report.  

PH1-3-7 
Comment noted.   

PH1-4-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-4-2 
Comment noted. The 2008 Final Program EIR includes a HST station 
adjacent to the existing Caltrain station and VTA bus hub in Gilroy. 
Ridership studies have made clear the attractiveness of a station in 
Gilroy to serve Santa Cruz, San Benito and Monterey counties, as 
well as southern Santa Clara County. 

PH1-4-3 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-4-4 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-5-1 
 Comment acknowledged.  See Standard Response 4 regarding the 
ridership forecasts used in the Program EIR. 

PH1-6-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-6-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-6-3 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH1-7-1 
More detailed information and analysis of noise impacts and 
mitigation will be included in project-level EIR/EISs.  See Standard 
Responses 3 and 5. 

PH1-8-1 
Comment acknowledged.  We recognize that the potential for noise 
is off great concern to many commenters.  The noise exposure of 
the HST depends on the location of the receiver relative to the train 
alignment, train speed, and intervening topography. The program-
level environmental document analyzes the potential noise and 
vibration impacts and broadly compares the relative differences of 
potential impacts among the alternatives. The analysis also identifies 
key differences among the potential noise impacts associated with 
the various HST alignment alternatives and station location options, 
to support the selection of preferred alignments and station location 
options in the Bay Area to Central Valley study region. The next 
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phase of study, the project-level environmental document, will 
address the impacts on human and wildlife receivers and noise 
sensitive land uses along the Preferred Alternative alignment by 
predicting the wayside noise levels from HST passbys and comparing 
them to the existing background noise at each location. As explained 
in the 2008 Final Program EIR in responses to comments, an electric 
trainset at speeds of about 120 mph generates a lower level of noise 
than a typical diesel locomotive. 

PH1-8-2 
Comment acknowledged.  We recognize that the potential for noise 
is off great concern to many commenters.  The noise exposure of 
the HST depends on the location of the receiver relative to the train 
alignment, train speed, and intervening topography. The program-
level environmental document analyzes the potential noise and 
vibration impacts and broadly compares the relative differences of 
potential impacts among the alternatives. The analysis also identifies 
key differences among the potential noise impacts associated with 
the various HST alignment alternatives and station location options, 
to support the selection of preferred alignments and station location 
options in the Bay Area to Central Valley study region. The next 
phase of study, the project-level environmental document, will 
address the impacts on human and wildlife receivers and noise 
sensitive land uses along the Preferred Alternative alignment by 
predicting the wayside noise levels from HST passbys and comparing 
them to the existing background noise at each location. As explained 
in the 2008 Final Program EIR in responses to comments, an electric 
trainset at speeds of about 120 mph generates a lower level of noise 
than a typical diesel locomotive. 

PH1-9-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-9-2 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH1-10-1 

Comment noted.  Project-specific analyses of circulation, traffic, and 
parking will be conducted in the project-level EIR/EIS for the station 
areas, access roads, and other facilities that might be affected by the 
proposed HST alignment and stations.  This will be documented in a 
Traffic, Transit, Circulation and Parking Report.  

PH1-10-2 
Comment acknowledged.  Please see Standard Response 9. 

PH1-11-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-12-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-12-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-13-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-13-2 
Comment noted. 

PH1-13-3 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH1-14-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-14-2 
Comment acknowledged.  The Authority has sought to utilize 
existing transportation corridors to the greatest extent feasible to 
minimize environmental impacts, including farmland.  Aligning the 
HST system with existing transportation corridors also presents 
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opportunities to minimize the need for private property acquisitions 
and farmland conversion in some areas. 

PH1-14-3 
Comment acknowledged.  See Standard Response 9. 

PH1-15-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-16-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-17-1 
More detailed information and analysis of noise impacts and 
mitigation will be included in project-level EIR/EISs.  See Standard 
Responses 3 and 5.    

PH1-17-2 
More detailed information and analysis of vibration impacts and 
mitigation will be included in project-level EIR/EISs.  See Standard 
Responses 3 and 5. 

PH1-17-3 
Comment noted. A traffic impact analysis will be conducted at the 
project-level to determine the impact on neighboring streets due to 
the reduction in capacity of Monterey Highway.  Feasible mitigation 
measures will also be discussed at the project-level. The results of 
the analysis will be documented in a Traffic, Transit, Circulation and 
Parking Report. 

PH1-17-4 
See Standard Response 6. 

PH1-18-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-19-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-19-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-19-3 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-19-4 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-19-5 
Comment noted. 

PH1-20-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-20-2 
Comment acknowledged.  Please see Standard Response 9. 

PH1-21-1 
See Standard Response 10 regarding vertical profile alternatives. 

PH1-22-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-23-1 
The CHSRA's website has materials archived online, including 
previous studies and current studies underway. Documents specific 
to the Gilroy area are found in the San Jose - Merced section of the 
CHSRA's online library at: 

http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/library.asp?p=8281 

The Alternative Alignment Maps show details of all alignments under 
consideration in the Gilroy area. The Preliminary Alternatives 
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Analysis Report describes the impacts associated with each 
alignment alternative and notes which alternatives will be moving 
forward in the Project EIR, now underway. 

PH1-23-2 
Comment acknowledged.  The ridership modeling that has been 
developed to date indicates sufficient ridership for the HST system to 
be profitable. See Standard Response 4. 

PH1-23-3 
Information on the HST project can be obtained on the Authority's 
website at www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov.  Copies of the Authority's 
environmental documents are available at the Gilroy Public Library, 
7387 Rosanna Street Gilroy CA 95020. 

PH1-24-1 
If a network alternative is selected that approaches San Jose from 
the south, an 87-280 alternative alignment will be included in an 
alternatives analysis process as part of a project-level EIR/EIS. 

PH1-24-2 
If the proposed HST alignment leads to road closures, the circulation 
and other potential traffic impacts due to these closures will be 
analyzed at the project-level EIR/EIS and mitigation measures, if 
applicable, will be proposed. 

PH1-25-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-26-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH1-27-1 
Comment acknowledged.  The Authority has sought to utilize 
existing transportation corridors to the greatest extent feasible to 
minimize environmental impacts.  Aligning the HST system with 
existing transportation corridors also presents opportunities to 

minimize the need for private property acquisitions in some areas.  
Specific property that may be necessary to implement a particular 
project level alignment alternative will be addressed during the 
project-level environmental process.  An Alternatives Analysis Report 
will be prepared at the project-level to identify feasible and 
practicable alternatives to be carried forward into preliminary 
engineering design and environmental review as part of the project-
level EIR/EIS. 

PH1-27-2 
If a network alternative is selected that approaches San Jose from 
the south, an 87-280 alternative alignment will be included in an 
alternatives analysis process as part of a project-level EIR/EIS. 

PH1-28-1 
Comment acknowledged.  The May 2008 Final Program EIR 
explained that alternatives along the San Francisco to San Jose 
Corridor were considered early in the alternatives screening process.  
Potential alternatives that would use 101 or 280 were screened out 
from further evaluation in the Program EIR for a variety of reasons 
explained in the Program EIR at Chapter 2 and Appendix 2-G.  The 
Superior Court in the Town of Atherton case determined that the 
Authority’s basis for screening out 101 and 280 was supported by 
substantial evidence.  We do not agree with the comment that this 
process was not objective.  See also Standard Response 10 on 
alternatives.  The MOU with Caltrain and the stimulus fund 
application do not bind the Authority to select a particular network 
alternative.  The Authority is aware of its obligation under CEQA to 
consider the entire record before it in making a new decision based 
on the Revised Final Program EIR. 

PH1-29-1 
Ending HST in San Jose and having all the passengers bound for 
destination north of there transfer to Caltrain, the Caltrain 
infrastructure would need to be increased to carry all the additional, 
yet slower, trains. The capacity of a single HST is double that of a 
Caltrain Baby Bullet. Caltrain would need to be completely grade 
separated and parallel tracks added to absorb the additional trains 
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for passengers transferring from HST in San Jose. Cutting HST back 
to San Jose would not eliminate the need for many more trains to 
run up the peninsula. The HST is not duplicating Caltrain, but the 
Caltrain infrastructure needs to be expand to accommodate all the 
new trips (not trains, people) that will use it between San Jose and 
San Francisco. For additional information, please see Standard 
Response 10. 

PH1-29-2 
Comment acknowledged.  The ridership modeling that has been 
developed to date indicates sufficient ridership for the HST system to 
be profitable.  See Standard Response 4. 

PH1-30-1 
The 2008 Final Program EIR and 2010 Revised Draft Program EIR 
assessed impacts with an alignment along the existing UPRR. The 
Project EIR, underway now, will analyze impacts to the alternatives 
developed from Scoping meeting held in 2009, including those along 
US 101 in Morgan Hill, San Martin and Gilroy. 

PH1-31-1 
The Authority notes that the Draft and Final Program EIRs did 
evaluate alternatives that would terminate in San Jose and not travel 
up the Peninsula on the Caltrain Corridor.  These alternatives 
included Altamont Pass Network Alternative with Oakland and San 
Jose Termini; Altamont Pass with San Jose Terminus; Altamont Pass 

with San Jose, Oakland and San Francisco via  Transbay Tube; 
Pacheco Pass with Oakland San Jose Termini; Pacheco Pass with San 
Jose Terminus; Pacheco Pass with San Jose, Oakland, and San 
Francisco via Transbay Tube; Pacheco Pass with Altamont Pass (local 
service) with Oakland and San Jose Termini; and Pacheco Pass with 
Altamont pass (local service) with San Jose Terminus.  
 
The Authority will make a new decision on a network alternative to 
carry into the project level environmental document.  The 
alternatives that avoid the Caltrain corridor are not the staff 
recommended network alternative, but will be considered by the 
Authority as part of the new decision.  Public comments supporting 
terminating HST service in San Jose will be part of the record that 
the Board considers.   

PH1-31-2 
Comment acknowledged.  See Standard Response regarding the 
ridership forecasts used in the Program EIR.  The Program EIR does 
include evaluation of a network alternative that would terminate in 
San Jose and not travel the Caltrain Corridor.  See Chapter 7 of the 
2008 Final Program EIR, pp. 7-60 to 7-62.  See Standard 
Response 4. 
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Responses to Public Hearing at Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors’ Chambers  
(San Jose, 5:00 PM - Wednesday April 7, 2010) 

PH2-1-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-2-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-2-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-2-3 
High Speed Rail will provide connectivity with Caltrain and several 
other transit agencies operating in the corridor as shown in Table 
3.1-4 of the Bay Area to Central Valley HST Program EIR/EIS. CHSRA 
will continue working with Caltrain and other transit agencies on 
connectivity. 

PH2-2-4 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-3-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-3-2 
Comment noted and in agreement with the 2008 Final Program EIR. 
The Pacheco Pass route was identified as the corridor most likely to 
contain the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative 
(LEDPA) by the US EPA and US Army Corps of Engineers. 

PH2-3-3 
This comment states a belief that the HST will have a positive impact 
on the Peninsula and South Bay areas.  Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-3-4 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-4-1 
The commenter wants the environmental process to move as quickly 
as possible.  Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-4-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-4-3 
The commenter supports certification of the EIR and its revisions.  
Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-5-1 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-5-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-6-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-6-2 
High Speed Rail will provide connectivity with Caltrain and several 
other transit agencies operating in the corridor as shown in Table 
3.1-4 of the Bay Area to Central Valley HST Program EIR/EIS. 

PH2-6-3 
Comment acknowledged.  See Standard Response 3.     
More detailed information and analysis of noise impacts and 
mitigation will be included in project-level EIR/EISs. 
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PH2-6-4 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-7-1 
Comment noted. 

PH2-7-2 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-8-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-9-1 
Comment acknowledged.  The Authority staff believe the program 
EIR process, and its compliance with the Town of Atherton court 
judgment, fully comply with CEQA. 

PH2-9-2 
See Response to Comment O003-2. 

PH2-9-3 
The Authority has followed the process identified in CEQA Guidelines 
section 15088.5 for recirculation of only a portion of an EIR.  This 
process satisfies the Town of Atherton court judgment, which 
required corrective work on only a portion of the prior Program EIR.  
The process also complies with CEQA. 

PH2-10-1 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-10-2 
Comment acknowledged. 

PH2-10-3 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-10-4 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-11-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-11-2 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-12-1 
More detailed information and analysis of noise impacts and 
mitigation will be included in project-level EIR/EISs, including 
cumulative noise analysis considering existing and proposed noise 
sources.  Please also see Standard Responses 3 and 5. 

PH2-12-2 
You are correct in assuming that Level of Service F is not an 
acceptable condition for traffic operations. Detailed traffic analysis at 
the project-level EIR/EIS will evaluate the impacts due to reduction 
in lanes of Monterey Highway on traffic, circulation, parking and 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  Feasible mitigation measures will 
also be discussed at the project-level. The results of the analysis will 
be documented in a Traffic, Transit, Circulation and Parking Report. 

PH2-12-3 
Comment acknowledged.  The Revised Final Program EIR, Chapter 
2, includes mitigation strategies to address impacts on Monterey 
Highway.  These strategies will be considered by the Authority 
Board for adoption and inclusion at the project EIR level.  Noise and 
vibration impacts will continue to be studied at the project EIR level 
as well.  

PH2-13-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 
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PH2-14-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-15-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-16-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-17-1 
If a network alternative is selected that approaches San Jose from 
the south, an 87-280 alternative alignment will be included in an 
alternatives analysis process as part of a project-level EIR/EIS. 

PH2-18-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-19-1 
More detailed information and analysis of noise impacts and 
mitigation will be included in project-level EIR/EISs.  See Standard 
Responses 3 and 5.    

PH2-20-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-21-1 
Comment of support is acknowledged. 

PH2-22-1 
Comment noted.  Project-specific analyses of circulation, traffic, and 
parking will be conducted in the project-level EIR/EIS for the station 

areas, access roads, and other facilities that might be affected by the 
proposed HST alignment and stations.  This will be documented in a 
Traffic, Transit, Circulation and Parking Report. If the proposed 
project impacts access to any pedestrian facility while in operation or 
during construction, the impacts will be evaluated and feasible 
mitigation measures will be recommended. 

PH2-22-2 
Comment acknowledged.   Community cohesion is discussed in 
section 3.7 of the 2008 Final Program EIR.  Included in that 
discussion is a mitigation strategy to ensure connectivity across the 
rail corridor for pedestrians, bicycles, and vehicles to maintain 
neighborhood integrity.  The proposed location for a second roadway 
access in the comment will be considered at the project level of 
environmental review if the network alternative the Authority board 
selects involves San Jose. 

PH2-22-3 
The HST project under consideration in the Program EIR includes 
grade separations to fully separate the HST from local automobile 
and pedestrian traffic.  The HST project also includes a fully access-
controlled guideway with intrusion monitoring.  The access controls 
on the HST guideway, combined with the grade separation, are 
anticipated to prevent easy pedestrian access to the rail tracks. 

PH2-22-4 
See Response to Comment PH2-22-4. 

 
 




