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California High-Speed Rail Authority Enters into  

Station Planning Agreement with City of Bakersfield 
 

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. – The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) and the City of Bakersfield 

announced today that they have entered into a station-area planning agreement allowing the City and the 

Authority to begin plans for a high-speed rail station in Bakersfield.  The agreement allows both parties to study 

ways to promote economic development, encourage station area development and enhance multimodal 

connections between the station and the City. 

 

 “This will be a very exciting and significant project that will provide an opportunity to not only shape how 

Bakersfield can best take advantage of a future high-speed rail station, but to also plan for the continuing 

revitalization of the entire downtown area,” said Bakersfield Community Development Director Douglas 

McIsaac. “We have already seen some great progress in making downtown Bakersfield an exciting and vibrant 

area.  This planning effort and the future station will help in bringing about even more progress.” 

 

“A station planning agreement provides a unique opportunity to leverage the type of economic opportunities 

high-speed rail stations can bring to a region,” said Melissa DuMond, the Authority’s Director of Planning and 

Integration. “It opens the door for new economic opportunity, smart planning and growth, and provides 

Bakersfield with a world-class platform for visitors to the region.”    

 

The agreement represents the next significant milestone in the partnership between the Authority and the City of 

Bakersfield to bring high-speed rail to the region. This station planning agreement is part of the larger   effort to 

study a locally-generated alignment for high-speed rail through Bakersfield with a potential station located at F 

Street and Golden State Avenue. Once a final station location is identified and environmentally cleared, station 

design and construction will follow. 

 

As part of the agreement with the Authority, the City of Bakersfield will receive $750,000 to explore options 

and seek public input for the design and development of a station.  The Kern Council of Governments is also 

providing an additional $150,000 to support the station-area planning effort.    

 

The Authority provides station-area funds to help partner cities initiate planning efforts for high-speed rail 

stations in their communities. Other partner cities that have entered into similar agreements with the Authority 

include Fresno, Merced, Gilroy and Palmdale. 
### 

About the High-Speed Rail Authority 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) is responsible for planning, designing, building and operation of the first high-

speed rail system in the nation. By 2029, the system will run from San Francisco to the Los Angeles basin in under three hours at 

speeds capable of over 200 miles per hour. The system will eventually extend to Sacramento and San Diego, totaling 800 miles with 

up to 24 stations. In addition, the Authority is working with regional partners to implement a statewide rail modernization plan that 

will invest billions of dollars in local and regional rail lines to meet the state’s 21st century transportation needs. To learn more visit 

the Authority’s website at www.hsr.ca.gov and join us on facebook.com/CaliforniaHighSpeedRail and follow us at twitter.com/cahsra. 
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