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The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.
For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our website: http://www.arb.ca.gov.
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Mr. Dan Richards, Chairman
California High Speed Rail Authority
925 L Street Suite 1425
Sacramento, CA  95814

Dear Chairman Richards:

As you know, AB 32 is a key part conomy cleaner and
more sustainably.  One of the most important provisions of AB 32 is the requirement for
the Air Resources Board (ARB) to develop a Scoping Plan.  That plan, approved by
ARB in 2008 and developed in close coordination with our sister agencies, describes a
number of strategies that are designed to cut emissions, make our energy and
transportation systems cleaner and more efficient, and drive investment in cleaner fuels
and technologies.

The 2008 Scoping Plan included the high-speed rail system as part of the statewide
strategy to provide more mobility choices and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  ARB
is currently updating the Scoping Plan, which will include a discussion of the benefits of
the high-speed rail system and the statewide rail modernization program.

As part of this effort, we appreciate the opportunity to review the High Speed Rail
Authority  greenhouse gas Report to the Legislature. The Report provides an analysis
of the net impact of the high speed rail system on GHG emissions.  Based
on the ridership estimates included in the High Speed Rail Business Plan and other
assumptions, we believe the analysis is reasonable, and the methodologies used for the
analysis are consistent with the latest ARB emissions models.

ifically highlights estimated GHG emissions reductions
achieved by the high-speed rail system as a result of offering mobility choices, and
consequently decreasing vehicle miles traveled by passenger vehicle and airplane.
Through investing in an integrated statewide rail system and clean vehicle technologies,
the statewide rail modernization program will provide communities with lower carbon
transportation options that both encourage sustainable community development and
help reduce GHG and criteria pollutant emissions.



The analysis of GHG emission reductions clearly demonstrates
that the high-speed rail project will be an important part of meeting California's overall
climate goals.  This project will serve in the near term as the backbone of a more
sustainable growth strategy in the San Joaquin Valley, and over time will provide a
climate- friendly transportation option linking southern and northern California.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 322-5840 or
mnichols@arb.ca.gov .

Sincerely,

Mary D. Nichols
Chairman












































